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*  Te  afe  the  body  of  Christy  and  members  in  particular t* 

1  Cor.  xii.  if. 

‘WHAT  then  arc  the  legitimate  grounds,  and  who 
are  the  proper  objects  of  discipline?  If  -errors,  if 
^hat  we  judge  to  be  violations  of  the  law  of  God,  are 
not  to  cut  off  the  offender  from  our  fellowship,  where 
are  Zion*s  ramparts?  What  are  'our  defences,  and 
the  defences  of  bur  little  ones,  against  the  disorders 
among  which  our  lot  may  be  cast?  What,'  in  one 
word,  is  the  use  of  Church  courts  at,sll?’— — Such 
may.  be  supposed  to  be  the  difficulties  that  will  natur¬ 
ally  and  esmmonty  present  themselves  to  the  mass  of 
those  to  whom  the  foregoing  exposition  Ts  new. 
They  must  learn  to  distinguish.  In  very  many  in¬ 
stances  those  errors  and  irregularies  must  be  matters 
of  absolute  ■  forbearance.  This  is  a  duty  repeatedly 
enjoined  by  the  Apostle  upon  Christians  who  found 
fault  with  one  another's  views  and  practices  For¬ 
bearance,  it  has  justly  been  remarked,  does  not  relate 
to  things  indifferent,  but  to  those  which  arc  supposed 
to  be  injurious  and  sinful.  The  idea  of  exercising 
this  Christian  virtue  towards  a  brether  whe  is  only  u* 
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sing  his  liberty  in  a  way  which  you  cannot  co'ndcmD, 
but  because  in  things  indifferent  he  follows  his  own 
pleasure  rather  than  yours,,  is  supremely  ridiculous. 
The  Apostle  enjoins  it  under  circumstances  in  which 
the  parties  severally  held  one -another .to  be  wrong; 
and  in  which  one  of  them,  at  least,  was  looked  upon 
by  the  other  as  violating  the  laws  of  God.  The  A- 
postle  decides  indeed  in  that  case  that  the  thing  was 
in  itself  indifferent;  but  at  the  same  time,  seeming 
not  to  expect  their- acquiescence  in- his  judgment,  he 
tells  them  *‘lct  every  man  be  fully  persuaded  in  his 
own  mind:”  and  he  shuts  up  the  discussion  by  refer¬ 
ring  them  to  that  tribilhal  where  alone  such  contro¬ 
versies  can  be  finally  and  profitably  settled:  “why 
dost  .thou  judge  thy  brother?-  or  why  dost  thou  set  at 
nought  thy  brother?  for  we  shall  all  stand  before  the 
judgment  seat  of  Christ.— Let  us  not  therefore  judge 
one  another  any  more;,  but  judge  this  rather,  that  no 
man  put  a  stumbling  block,  or  an  occasion  to  fall,  in 
his  brother’s  way.*”^  The  very  fact  of  men’s  presum¬ 
ing  to  judge  and  condemn  a  brother,  and  the  instruc¬ 
tions  here  given  them,  rather  to  submit  the  case  to 
him  that  judgeth  righteously,  equally  prove  to  us 
that  the  ^iogs  in  controversy  must  have  been  re¬ 
garded  as  questions  of  sin  and  duty,  referable  to  the 
word  of  God.  Whatsoever  things  were  written atore* 
time  were  written  for  our  instruction;  and  it  becomes 
us  to  remember  that  as  we  have  not,  like  those  Ho¬ 
mans,  an  apostle  at  our  elbow,  we  are  doubly  obli¬ 
gated  to  pursue  the  same  course.  But  at  the  same 
time  w.e  are  to  beware  of  the  peril  of  using  this  our 
liberty  unwarrantably;  for  though  the  apostle  called 
not  upon  the  proper  authorities  in  the  Roman  church 
to  censure  the  stumhlers  of  his  Christian  brethren  in 
aiich  event,  yet  he  puts  him  in  mind  that  the  Lord  U 
judge:  his  decisions  are  not  idle.  The  difficulty  then 
•bout  censures  in. a  church,  proceeds,  in  very  many 
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false  assumption.  The  fact  is  that  many 


cases,  upon  a 

modem  churches  are  by  far  too  free  as  well  as  too 
rapid  in  tlieir  censures  about  matters  of  opinion.  ' We 
appeal  to  apostolic  precedent  and  precept— we  appeal 
ro  the  dealings  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  with  his 
slow-hearted  and  often  erring  followers;  and  then  it 
may  be  trumpeted  in  the  face  of  heaven  and ,  earth, 
that  the  curches  x'cry  often  and  very  unwarrantably 
array,  in  all  the  solemnities  of  judicial  process,  mul¬ 
titudes  of  cases  which  never  were  made  the  subjects 
of  any  other  kind  of  dealing  than  private  exhortation, 
instruction,  or  rebuke.  Paul  could  call  upon  his 
youthful  associates  to  rebuke,  and  that  “sharply,"  on 
the  ground  of  their  individual  ministerial  authority; 
he  could  bid  them  “reprove,  rebuke,  exhort,  with  alt 
long-suffering**  as  well  as  “doctrine.”  And  all  this 
without  once  suggesting  that  it  was  proper,  in  those 
kinds  of  cases,  for  the  husbandman  to  be  impatient 
for  the  fruilsj  and  to  subject  his- trees  to  the  wintry 
cultivation  of  the  green-house,  the  scorching  opera** 
tions  of  judicial  process,  provided  the  fUh  pf 
ousness  himself  did  hot  speedily  shed  his  influence 
to  invigoiMe  those  plants.  Here  then  is  your  mis¬ 
take;— your  difficulty  about  bringing  matters  to  the 
desired  c<Hic]asioD  is  of  your  own  creating:  you  have 
Eo  right  to  urge  the  matter  to  such  conclusion.  You 
arc  to  bear  with  the  infirmity  of  your  brother,  and  try 
all  the  methods  of  caution,  instruction,  and  reproof 
Uni  L'ss  his  mnlady  increase^  to  something  of  a  much 
more  threatening  aspect^  it  is  all  you  arc  callud  upon 
to  do.  The  anxious  assimilation  of  the  church  of 
i-lirist  to  tlie  ways  and  maxims  of  the  v/»rld,  and 
the  consequent  zeal  to  ape  the  spirit  and  regulations 
of  civirt  courts,  have  generated  much  of  the  mischiefs 
that  distract  her.  These  arc  (u  least  in  part)  the 
things  that  cherish  a  spirit  of  hounflless  liti^ation^ 
under  the  guise  of  a  love  of  order,  uniformity  and 
truth,  have  seldom  generated  any  thing  else  thaa 
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^'Gorgons^  and  Hydras,  and  Chimeras  dire*” 

•  *  • 

■  The  above  remarks,  however,  by  no  means  apply 
to  all  the  matters  of  dispute  with  which  Christians 
jnay  be  conversant,  or  to.  all  the  irregularities  of  pro¬ 
fessors  which  may  fall  under  their  observation.  There 
are  obviously  multitudes  of  departures  from  the  law 
of  God,  about  which  there  neither  is  nor  can  be  any 
division  of  sentiment  among  truly  Christian  men: 
there  are  others  not  less  disgraceful,  and  not  less  dan¬ 
gerous  in  some  cases,  which  maybe  ignorantly  disre- 
garA|d,  or  stubbornly  disputed  by  a  few  back-sliding 
chusRrs,  professors  of  very  questionable-  character, 
and  probably  other  individuals  under  the  influence 
•f  strong  temptation;  but  the  precision  with  which 
they  are  noticed  in  the  word  of  God,  and  the  des¬ 
tructive  consequences  with  which  they  are  attended) 
niay  in  all  ages  and  under  all  circumstances  readily 
point  them  out  to  the  attention  of  the  church  at  large. 
No  man,  for  instance,  is  at  a  loss  to  distinguish  mur-. 
ders  and  rcvelings,  adulteries  and  thefts,  in  the  pro¬ 
hibitions  of  the  scripturc;and  in  general  all  those  points 
which  fall  under  the  denomination  of  immoral  con¬ 
duct,  are*  so  recognized  by  all  Christians,  and  by 
most  other  men.  whose  consciences  are  at  all  enlight¬ 
ened  by  the  word  of  God.  The  same  thing  may  Ue 
said  of  the  great  truths  and  duties,  peculiarly  and  em¬ 
inently  Christian.  They  are  written  as  with  a  sub 
beam;  hardly  any  body,  except  determined  heretics, 
ranks  them  among  ^‘doubtful  disputations.’*  Obvi¬ 
ously  then,  a  breach  of  duty  or  corruption  of  princi¬ 
ple  in  these  respects,  is  of  a  character  entirely  difter- 
ent  from  every  thing  that  is  .otvlinarily  to  be  suppo¬ 
sed  in  the  casj;s  before  spoken  of.  He  who,  while  a 
vvearerof  the  Christian  name, indulges  in  courses  which 
he  himself,  as  well  as  all  the  world,  acknowledges  to  * 
be  sinful,  is  ccrtainly  to  be  regarded  in  a  very  differ¬ 
ent  light,  and  therefore  to  be  treated  in  a  very  differ¬ 
ent  manner,  from  the  man  who  coascientioas  yet 
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misled,  obstinate  yet  sincere,  gracious  yet  perplexed- 
bv  doubtful  disputations,  errs  in  his  views  ol  many 
minor  principles  laid  down  for  our  direction  in  the 
word  of  God.  In  the  latter  cas'e  the  conscience  needs 
to  be, enlightened, in  the  former  it  needs  to  be  aroused: 
in  the  one  there  is  required  the  language  of  instruc¬ 
tion  and  the  patience  of  love;  in  the  other  the  language 
of  reproof,  and  if  this  be  insufficient,  “the  rod  for  the. 
fools  back.”  Moreover,  a  thousand  blunders  in  the 
dark,  and  a  thousand  mistakes  in  arranging  our  views 
of  truth,  are  perfectly  consistent,  net  onV  with  sin¬ 
cerity,  but  with  grace;  but  sin  perseyered  in,  sin-.un- 
repented  of,  sin  still  rolled  as  a  sweet  morsel  under, 
the  tongue,  by  those  who  “know  the  masters  will,  yef 
do  ii  no/y**  is  a  strong  evidence  of  a  reprobate  mind. 
In  this  case  judicial  process  itself  is  either  a  mean  of 
of  recovery,  or  a  discoverer  of  the  rotteiiness  of  tha 
heart;  and  every  consideration  demands  that  the  man  " 
should  be  cut  off,  whose  evidences  of  connexion  with 
the  living  head,  are  at  least  so  verydoabtful,  and  who. 
manifests  by  perseverance  in  known  iniquity>  and  «. 
refusal  to  repent,  that  he  loves  his  sins  more  than.he, 
loves  his  master  and  the  privileges  of  his  church. 

The  same  remarks  may  be  made  with  respect  to  er« 
roneoua  professors.  There  are  obviously  many  who 
wear  the  name  of  Christ,  while  they  hold  atid  avow 
principles  absolutely  incompatible  with  the  profession 
which  they  make.  If  then  a  man  or  a‘ church  a vowet/- 
/y  builds  upon  the  sand,  you  have  no  reason  for  pro-, 
feeding  with  them  as  if  they  built  upon  the  rock.  If 
they  do.  not  profess  to  “hold  the  head,”  but  to  .look 
for  salvation  in  some  other  way,  you  have  no  right 
to  acknowledge,  but  are  bound  to  deny,  their  title  tn 
the  privileges  of  the  Christian  church.  How  can  you 
hold  Christian  fellowship  with  those  who'  hold  not 
their  fellowship  with  the  Father,  and  the  Son?  How 
can  you  extend  tlie  symbols,  of  that  salvation  to  sin* 
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ners  from  whom  the  salvation  itsslf  is  far?.  To  do.  $(| 
would  be  to  acknowledge  ihcir  Christianity, 'and  so  to 
merge  the  truth  in  darkness,  and  to  lay  stumbling 
blocks  before  the  world.  Here  indeed  they  may  be 
sincere  enough,  zealous  enough,  noisy  enough;'  but  it 
is  chriitianity  alone  that  entitles  men  to  the  privileges 
of  a  Christian;  and  if  their  own  doctrines  condemn 
them,  if  they  found  their  hope  in  fallacies~thcir 
building  on  the  sand,  you  must  deal  with  them  as 
smuers  who  yet  need  God**  salvation,  and  liot  as 
saiuts  w'ho  are  panakers^of  it.  Pcssiblv  indeed  some 
of  them  may  be  Christians  after  all;  but  then  you  can- 
oot  penetrate  their  heart's;  you  must  delertnine  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  evidence  before  you.  "  *  - 

'Ilic  rule,  therefore,  in  both  the  cases  w'e  have  re¬ 
viewed  is  one;  “now  I  have  tvi  itt.rn  unto  you  not  to 
keep  company,  if  any  man  that  is  called  a  brother  he  a 
fbrnicator,  or  covetous,  or  an  idolater,  or  a  fail'er,  or 
a  dn.mkard,or  an  extortioner;  with  such  an  one  no  not 
TO  i  ^T.*  “A  man  that  is  an  heretic,  after  the  first 
and  second  admonition  REjECT.”f '  There  are  men 
“having  the  form  of  godliness,  but  denying  the  power 
thereof;  from  such  withdraw  THYSELr.”t  P'inallv: 
“Whosoever  transgresscih  and  abidelh  not  in  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Christ,  hath  not  God;  he  that  abideth  in  the 
doctrine  of  Christ,  he  hath  both  the  Father  and  .the 
Son.  If  there  come' any  unto  you  .  and  bring' not  .this 
doctrine,  receive  him  not  into  your  house,  neither  bid 
him  God  speed;  for  he  that  bideth  him  God  speed 
is  partaker  of  his  evil  decds.**J  The  reader  will  re¬ 
collect  the  discrimination  on  this  subject,  to  which  we 
Mve'^  been  helped  by. Dr.  Owen. .  He  will  distinguish, 
for  himself  who  it  is  that  **abideth  hot  in  the  doctrine 
•f  Christ,**  and  therefore  “hath  not  God'.**  He  may 
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learn  at  his  leisure  f'rpra  many  other  sources  who  arc 
the  heretics-— the  persons  who  desert  the  fundamen- ■ 
(als  of  Christianity.  :  ' We  have  room  at  present  only  to  ‘ 
remark,  that  ihe  common  error  consists  in  blending 
things  which  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  uniform  prac- 
tic«  of  our  Lord  and  his  Apostles,  kept  perfectly  dis¬ 
tinct:  in  putting  the  mistakes,  ignorance  and  miscon¬ 
ceptions  of  the  conscientious  Christian  upon  the  very  - 
same  footing  with  the  “damnable  hcresiesV  of  men* 
who  deny  “the  Lord  that  bought  thenii.”  It  is  like-r- 
wise  worthy  of  remark,  that  wc  arc  to  hold  ourselves  ■ 
at  a  much  greater  distance  from  persons  who  are  e-^ 
jeeted  for  false  doctrine  or  unholy  conduct;  than  from 
‘‘the  world  that  lieth  ia  wickedness/*-  For  in  ihe  one’^ 
case  it  is  said  that  any  of  them  that  believe  riot, 
bid  you  to  a  feast,  and  y^:  be  disposed  to  go/*  ;your 
Christian  profession  imposes  no  restraint^  you  mar' 
lawfully  go*;  nay,  you  may  lawfully  have  intercourse  ' 
with  fornicators  of  this  world,  or  with  the  cov«- 
Clous,  or  extortioners,  or  with  idolatcrs/*t~but  with* 
a  professor  whose  errors  or  crimes  separate  you  from» 
his  communion,  you  are  to  have  no  tort  .of  fellow*' 
ship,  ‘‘no,  not  to  eat/* — no,  not  to  “eeceive  him 

INTO  VOUR  HOUSE,  NEITHER  BID  HIM  GODSPEED; 
for  in  so  doing  yo  make  yourself  a  “partaker  of^ 
HIS  EVIL  DEEDs/^  How  some  persons  and  church¬ 
es  can  neglect  this  part  of  God*s  ordinance^  while 
they  are  so  over  rigorous  about  the  other— can  be¬ 
come  partakers  of  men*s’ evil  deeds  from  whom  they 
9hould  utterly  withdraw,-  while  to  escape  pollution 
they  separate  from  others  from  whom  God  never 
commanded  them  to  separate  at  all,  can  abridge  the  list 
•f  crimes,  zndfncrease  the  scroll  of  heresies,  let 
that  runneth  read.  '  Happy  the  man  who  esteems  » 
rU  God's  commandments,  aaneeming  dll  thinge^  to  be 
right!  ^ 
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We  enter,  however,  into  no  discussion  of  this  su^* 
ject.  It  falls  not  within  either  the  plan  or  limits  pre¬ 
scribed -for  this  essay.  The  suggestions  that  have 
been  dropped  are  intended  solely  to  deliver  from  the 
imputation  of  undervaluing,  or  setting  aside  the  legit¬ 
imate  exercise  of  discipline  in  the  church  of  God. 
Let  that. discipline  be  vigorous  as  you  please;  but  let 
it  be  directed  to  legitimate  objects  and  conducted  in. 
a  scriptural  manner.  It  is  the  abu^e  not  the  use,  the 
/ierveraion  not' the  extreise  o{  the  authority  delegated- 
from  God  the  Saviour,  against  which  we. are  constrain¬ 
ed  so  warmly  to  obtest.  We  have  therefore,  but  one. 
more  remark  upon  this  subject  and  it  shall  be  dis¬ 
missed.  It  is  this:  that  even  the  ejection  of  men  ®f 
corrupt  conduct,  or  of  heretical  principles,  can  be  on¬ 
ly  your  duty  when  the  power  i^  in  your  hands;  and 
that  if  the  power-be  with  them,  it  does  not  by  any 
.means  follow  that  you  are  to  withdraw  yourself  from 

the  communion  of  the  church  to  which  vou  are  both 

¥ 

attached.  In  the  first  instance,  having  the  power,  you 
are  bound  to  employ  it  for  the  correction  of  the  abuse: 
in  the  latter  case  you  have  only  the  power  to  testify 
against  the  evil,  and  to  keep  away  from  it  yoursellf 
^d  to  that  only  you  arc  bound.  This  was  all  that 
was  enjoined  on  the  purer  part  of  Sardis  atjd  Thya- 
tira;  all  that  was  expected  from  the  faithful  in  Gala¬ 
tia,  (if  any  such  remained;)  and  all  that  our  Lord  him¬ 
self  did  io-the  Jewish  church,  most  of  whose  mem¬ 
bers  were  as  vile  in  conduct,  and,  idolatry  excepted, 
as  heretical  in  doctrine  as  ever  was  the  church  of 
Rome.  ^  Let  persons  who  arc  for  hoisting  the  signals 
'  for  division  at  every  little  difference  ol  practice  or  o- 
pinion,  let  men  whose  zeal  in  a  particular  controversy 
magnifies  into  heroism  the  ill-tempered,  ill-informed 
procedure  of  every  whisperer  and  schismatic  that  a- 
bets  them,  let  such  men  think  of  the  procedure  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  while  among  the  minority  in  the 
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vitl  serve  to  evince  thst  even  in  these  strong  and  unfsshion&ble 
sentiments,  the  writer  is  by  no  mesns  sinifuuir.  They  ure  l>cre 
introduced  for  the  double  purjiose  of  countenancing  the  aenti* 
inen*s  sketched  iu  the  aboycj  and  of  backing  the  still  more  dis« 
tended  views  of  Christian  duty  with  respect  to  the  xrrors  and 
practices  of  smaller  consequence,  whicli  have  been  submitted 
in  the  preceding  number.  It  had  been  intended  to  introduce 
those  which  follow,  together  with  several  others  from  Keale,  at 
;4n  earlier  period;  but  as  tliey  were  not  necemey  to  the  argu* 
ment  itself,  want  of  room  has  hitherto  excluded  ail,  as  it  must 
still  exclude  the  most  of  them.  Those  which  we  propose  here 
to  introduce  are  as  follow.*  will  folbw  Christ  to  the  s^iuigogue 
of  the  JewS|  (I  hope  some  ef  yeu,  at  least,  may  understand  what 
I  sty,)  and  in  so  doing  I  will  be  more  strict  than  tbes#  that  acru* 
pie  to  follow  Christ’s  example,  for  fear  they  may. be  involved  ha 
tile  guilt  of  the  corruptions  among  them;  for  the  nearer  1  follow 
Cliiiit,  the  more  strict  1  am,  if  strictnesa  be  measured  according 
to  the  word  of  God.”  '‘But  so  it  is  that  our  dissenters  do  thue^ 
reject  communion  with  us,  and  separate  from  us,.while,  in  ibe 
viean  time,  they  might  keep  communion  with  this  church  without 
sin,— therefore  their  separalioQ  is  schism,  and  they  are  schisma* 
lies.  Thai  they  might  keep  cooimuniou  with  us  without  aiitp 
that  is,  V)ith9ut  involving  themtelveo  tn  the  guilt  oj  the  conuptiom- 
^  ehe  Church,  will  appear,  if  ye  consider,  that  there*  are  no  cor¬ 
ruptions  among  lia,  'whether  real  or  pretended,  vihith  the  Church 
OBLIGETH  THEM  TO  .APPROVE,  OR  JOIN  IN  THE 
PRACTICE  OP,  as  terms  of  communion  vtith  her:  nor  is  tlicre 
any  real  or  pretended  truth  which  they  that  the  Church  0^/f- 
^%eth  them  to  REKOUNCS,  as  a  term  of  communion' with  her.” 
From  these  two  facia,  Ihst  dissenters  wert  not  foi'ccd  to  own  anjr 
thing  which  they  did  not  believe,  nor  yet  to  renounce  any  thing 
which  they  did  believe,  but  would  have  been  permitted  to  l»ula 
their  own  views  of  things,  and  to  practice  accordingly,  where 
they  were  in  circumstances  to  do  it,  Mr.  Boston  infers  that  they 
not  only  sinned  in  keeping  hack  from  the  fellow sliip  of  saints  in 
the  cstahiished  .chiiixh  of  Scotland,  but  w'ere  downright  schii* 
matical.  After  sa}ing  that  they  might  have  always  protested ^S* 
gainst  every  thi;:g  amiss,  and  Informing  us  by  the  way  that  minis* 
ters  only  were  bound  to  own  Ific  coniession  ot  faith  in  oi*der  to 
admission,  (a  commendable  distinction,  and  still  kept  up,  we  be- 
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cry  thinking  mind  that  even  upon  admitting  the  dec* 
trine'  here  advocated  to  be  correct,  the  “charity  which 
edifieth”  would  hot  suggest  the  immediate  adoption 
of  it  in  practice  to  the  extent  it  'will  l)ear,  as  a  thing 
commendable  in  all  places  and  under  all  circumstan* 
CCS.  The  ordinances  of  grace,  like  the  Sabbath,  were 


«n  to  say.'  “It  remains  then  that  (hey  may  keep  communion  with 
US  without  sin,  unless  merejointng  in  communion  in  a  churck  u7ierr- 
•in  there  are  many  corruptions  be  a  sin,  and  defile  a  man.  To  this 
'narrow  point  1  think  the  controversy  betwixt  them  and  us  is 
brought.*  this  I  take  to  be  the  very  foundation  of  the  separation, 
which  if  it  fall,  all  falls  together  with  it.*  AND  THAT  THIS  IS 
A  GROSS  UNTRUTH,  I  shall  evince  by  two  arguments.*'  Mr. 
Boston’sttoo  arguments  are  drawn  from  the  case  cfThyatira  ipHeVs 
ii.  and  fn>m  the  conduet  of  our  Lord  as  recorded  in  Luke  iv.  16, 
Under  the  first  he  says,  *‘ln  the  chur^  of  Tbyatira  Jezebel  was 
sulTefed  to  teach  and  seduce  Christ's  servants;  for  sufiering  her, 
the  angel  is  reproved,  and  consequently  called  upon  to  amend  this 
fault.*'  But  **tke  party  that.hept  themselves  pure  are  not  required 
to  separate;  nay*  in  effect  ARE  COMM  ANDED  TO  CONTI- 
NUE  IN  THE  COMMUNION. OF  THAT  CHURCH  while  the 
Lord  expressly  tells  t^ni.  He  mil  lay  no  other  burden  upon  them, 
bdtxommands  them  to  hold  ‘Tast,**  to  keep  themselves  pure. 
This  could  not  have  been,  if  their  keeping  communion  with  the 
Church  of  Thyalira,  in  wliich  there  were  such  gross  corruptioni, 
and  corrupt  members,  had  been  a  sin.**  The  other  argument  is 
managed  in  the  sf  me  way.  tn  concluding  Mr.  Boston  sayr, 
them  that  would  find  this  point  more  largely  proved  consult 
Mutherford^s  peaceable  plea  for  presbytery,  and  Durham  on  scou^ 
dal  and  On  the  Revelations,  both,  proving  this  point  agair.st  the  se¬ 
paratists  of  their  time.”  . 

LET  SEPARATISTS  HEAR!!  Who  are  the  supporters  ai4 
and  who  the  opposers  of  the  ancient  fa«th  and  practice  of  the 
Churches?  \Ve  are  obliged  to  be  content  with  referingthe  read¬ 
er  to  Boston.  Boston  tells,  his  readers  that  they  will  find  the 
same  views  stated  and  defended  at  large  by  RUTHERFORD 
.  and  DURHAM.  Now, it  is  very  true  that  they  introduced  these 
arguments  ^^against  the  separatists  of  their  liihe,’*  ard  not  on  the 
controversy  now  before  the  reader:  but  let  the  reader  remember 
that  they,  ADOPT  THE  PRINCIPLES;  they  say  THE  VIEW 
IS  SOUND.  And,  if  this  be  so,  the  reader  has  no  reason  to 
complain  of  the  application  of  them,  by  us,  to  a  different  conti’o- 
versy..  But  he  may  try,  if  he  pleases,  to  evade  their  £orce-?*!tO 
may  slic  w,  if  be  can,  that  Uiey  are  misappHej, 
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made  for  man,  not  man  for.them.  And  considering 
what  has-been  bo  long  the  view  and  practice  of  the 
churches  in  many  places,  Christian  principle  will  jdic* 
tate  attempts  to  enlighten  rather  than  to  drive.  But 
that  delay  which  may  be  proper  in  some  .portions  of 
a  church,  may  be  altogether  needless  in  others.  In 
every  place  and  bn  either  hand  prudence  must  deter¬ 
mine;  “He  that  eateth,  eatetli  to  the  Lord;— and  he 
that  eateth  not,  to  the  Lord  he-  eateth  not.*’  Those 
demands  upon  one  church  .or  one  co.untry,  to  w’ait  the 
progress  of  another's  light  and  the  perfecting  another's 
liberty,  before  they  use  their  own,  are  extremely  child¬ 
ish  aud  petulant,  not  to  say,,  excessively  imperious; 
Charity  itself  will  dictate  most  infallibly,  the  manner 
and  the  time:  if  charity  be  lacking,  no  sy'^stem  of  rules 
can  be  made  soi  lucid  or  so  full  as  to'  answer  in  its 
stead.-  It  is  presume.d,  however,  that  in  churches 
which  have  tlie  advantages  of-  every  necessary  mean 
of  instruction,  no  Christian  duty  should  be  very  long 
delayed,  in  compliance  with  their  opposition  or  back¬ 
wardness  to  adopt  it.  .  Much  less  may  any  man  who 
sees  it  to  be  duty, -and  whose  business  it. is- to  point  it 
out  to  others,  delay  this  obvious  and  ever-imperious 
duty',  because  the  churches  lack  the  hght  upon  that 
subject,  which  it  has  therefore  becoine  his  business  to 
strike  up.  This  folding  of  the  hands  and  crying,  *the 
lime  is  not  yet  come,  the  people  are  not  ready,*  when 
used  as  a  dissua>ive  from  attempts  to  make  them  rea^ 
dy,  is  cowardice  instead  of  prudence,  is  unfaithful¬ 
ness  instead  of  charity;,  and  deserves  the  reprobation 
of  every  honest  man.  Doubtless .  when  the 'proper 
means  have  been  used  for  a  proper  length  of  tune, 
and.  of  that  the  prudence  of  the  party  can  be  the  only 
judge,  it  becomes  men;  however  few,  to  act  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  light.  ’  If  die  mountains  still  lemain  im¬ 
moveable  on  every  hand,  if  the  Red  sea  be  befoTfi 
them,  if  the  host  of  the  Egyptians  press  behind;  let 
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theni  not  always  stand  and  cry  to  God;  let'  them 
“speak  unto  the  people  that  they  go- forward**/  ‘  • ' 

The  revival  of  this  ancient  and  extensive  commu- 
nipn  of  the'  saints,  however  diverse  their  sentiments 
in  matters  orsubordinate  njohnent,  is  certainly  one  a* 
tnong  the  striking  features  that'characterize  the  pre^ 
sent  period.  While  God  is.pouring  forth  his  fury  up¬ 
on  the -old  destroyer;  while  he  is  shedding  the  light 
of  truth  upon  those  valleys  of  the  shadow  of  death, 
the  lands  of  paganism  under  every  clime;,  while  he  is 
‘reviving  his  cause  in.  many -churches  whose  lamps 
were  almost  out;  while  he  is  distributing  his  word  in 
tilmost  every  language  under  heaven;  be  is  likewise 
•taking  measures  to  unite  more  closely  the  hearts  and 
efforts  of  his  people,  by  drawing  them  to  the  open 
acknowledgement  and  more  intimate  feeling  of  their 
common  relation  to  their  common  Lord:  and  thereby 
also  distinguishing  them  as  a.  body  from  heretics  and 
from  the  world.  .  It  is  worthy.of  remark  that  the  lifst 
•annual  meeting  (if  we  ihistake  cot  it  wat  the  Jlrst)  of 
that  missionary  society  in  England,  who^  formati(m 
'has  been  the  birth., of  so  many  blessings  to.  Europe 
-and  the. world,  was  marked  by  such  a  communion,  in 
'whicli  all  its  members,  from  .various  denominations, 
joined.  “Tnia  day  we  bujit  bicotby,”  said  the 
heaven- taught  tongue  of.him  who  distributed  the  sym- 
ItoIs  of  their  common  hope;  and  from  that  auspicious 
.hour  the  memorials  of. the  monster  have  perished  day 
•by  day.  .  ^ .  ■ 

When  we  can  see  the  same  spirit  of  approximation 
•kindled  in  the  west,  there  will  be  ground  to  expect 
wot  only  the  termination  of  ^'backsliding  and  bitter^ 
•ness,**  but  such  a  calm  comparison  of  sratixnents  as 
shall  assimilate  our-  views;  such  a  junction. of  all  the 
•faithful,  that  the  heretic,  the  careless  and  the  unhelie* 
Tef,  shall  be  compelled  Co. notice,  and  all  others  to  dis* 
cem,  the  boundaries  which  separte  them;  and  such  a 


union  of  heart*,  and  interest*,  and  ciforW,' as  ihay  a- 
dofn  our  profession',  chase  away  our  sorrow's,' and  fa* 
cilitate,  in  every' respect^  dur  labours  ahd  our  comfd'its, 
till  at  length  ‘Cwe  all  ^onae  in  the  unity  of  the  £aitH, 
and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son '  of  God, 
itnto  a  perfect  man,'uhtb  the  measure  of^e  statiirc 
of  the  fvdlness  of  Christ.** 

Should  thi**  work  be  continued,  there  are!  oth¬ 
er  declu'ctions  froin  the  doctrine  that  has  been  l^iid 
down  concerning  “the  body  of  Christ,’*  to  whicK^lf 
it  plea^e  God,  the  reader's' attention'  shall  be  called* 
Some  of  them  it  had  been  hoped,  would  have  beea 
laid  before,  him  long  ere  now;' but  this  hdpe  has  beeji 
disappoiifted.  I^est  the  opportunity  should  not  agaitt 
occur,  he' is  simply  requested  to  rcyicw  the  corollari^ 
deduced  from  the  doctrine  of  federal 'reprcse'ntatibd, 
toward  the  end  df  the' second  number'  of  1  this  essay, 
(pages  165 — ^9,)  and 'to  compare  thein 'with  Roman* 
vii.  V — 4.  Such  a  comparison  miay'  pcrhap's  fiirnish 
him  with  a  principle  that  will  dissipate  the  obscuritie* 
which  ill-advised  contfoversy  has  thrown' roun’d’.one 
or 'two  questions 'bf' very  considerable  m'bm'^nt.^  ■ ' 


CONCLUSION 


To  some  of  pur  reader*  ‘art  apology  is  perhaps  Ji#* 
cfeasary  for  havingdwrit'so  long  upon  a  subject  which 
'^to  thetn  is'fextreirnely  disagrefeable^-and  which,  as  they 
view  matteis^  must,  if  reduced  to  practice,  destroy 
order,  and- all  edthcationV  .Will  our  friends' of  this 
xl;|escHp.tiort  ortly  bear*  with 'us  a  mtoutc'or  tw'6  Joiiger# 

»  ..Open  yoUr’ Bible,  and' read*  whatsis  written  our 

cdi  (ication  in  Acts  xi.  1— 8^  Me®,  and  good  men  too, 
▼•JL*  II*  Aaa 
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may  be.  very  confident  that  they  are  right,  and  that  a 
brother  has  acted  rery.far  wrong,' and  that  b»  other  in 
the  very  thing  complained  of.  naay  have  acted  under 
a  more  than  ordinary  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit— 
and  they  themselves,  in  finding  fault,  be  influenced 
chiefly  by  passion  and  prejudice.  How  readilv  and 
'honestly  did  the  accusing  fathers  and  brethren  ad* 
Peter’s  defence!— -Fathers  and  brethren  of  the 
the  present  day,  shut  not  y*ur  eyes;  shut  not  your 
'^ars';  read,  and  think,  and  pray  for  divine  light.  It 
is  no  disgrace  even  at  a  late  period  of  life  to  aeknow 
ledge  that  we  in  many  things  have  been  under  the  in 
fluence  of  mistakes.  ^Luther,  in  beginning  and  carry 
dng  on  the  reformation,  got  his  light  •lowty.  Several 
years  elapsed  before  he  saw  thai  iht  doctrine  !ot  the 
Pope’s  supremacy  was  without  divine  authority. 
And  this  slow  p.rogress  of  the  knowledge  oi  scriptu 
ral  truth,  in  the  mind  of  the  gVeat  reformer,  was  one 
of  the  signal  interpositions  of  Providence,  at  that  dis 
tinguished  era.  ' ' 

There’is  indeed  a  severe  woe,  denounced  against 
those  who  are  the  occasion  of  offences  in  the  church; 
and  particularly  against  those  who  offend  only  one  of 
thie  little  ones  who  believe  in  our  .  common  Saviour. 
But  let  us  not  he  too  rash  in  dealing  out  these,  woes 
Who  is  the  cause  ot  offence  in  the  scripture  sense  of 
the  term!  The  man  who  attempts  to  bring  his  prinei- 
fles  and  practices,  and  the  principles  and  practices  af 
■his  fellow  Christians,  to  the  scriptures,  and  to  their 
common  confession  of  faith!!  The  man  who  would  not 
.exclude  from  the  tableof  theLord  a  single  little  one  who 
.  ^ve^evidence  that  he  believes  in  Jesus!!  If  this  is 
l^ing  bffence,  Luther,  and  Calvin,  and  '  Knox,  were 
ihe  greatest  offenders  which  have  appeared  since  the 
•  of  the  Apostles/  We  are^not  offended,  thodgh 
maqr  ot avur  sisters,  and  brethren,  and  fathers  in  Christ 
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Jesus^  cannot  see  with  us  in  the  doctrine  of  the  cbm^  _ 
munibn  of  saints.  We  hope  wc"  will  not  be  offended,  . 
though  many  of  these  should  not  even  r^ad  what  we. 
have  writen  and  printed  on  the  subject-T-nor  will  we 
be  offended,  though  even  after  they  have 'read  it  once 
and  again,  many  of  them  should  still  think  we  'are 
still  mistaken— and  we  only  request  in  our  turn,  that 
when  we  have  in  the  honesty  of  our  "heans ^stated 
whit  are  our  views  of  diviue  truth,  wc  be  not  u\ark*' 
ed  out  as  offenders.  “  -  • 

^9  ‘  ^  0  * 

Fully  convinced  ^'hat  the  view  which  we  have  given 
of  communion,  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Apostles— we 
would  indeed  rejoice  to  sec  it  in  general  use;  but  we^ 
arc  far  from  thinking  that  in  the  present  state  of  the 
western  churches  it  can  or  ought  to  be  extensively  ac¬ 
ted  upon.  Vital  piety  is  at  a  Ibw  ebb  with  us.  Seif-, 
ish,  and  party  and  personal  views,  enter  into,  almost 
all  our  ecclesiastical  arrangements.  Hence,  discip¬ 
line  is  in  almost  all  oilr  congregations  in  a  wretched 
state.  With  all  our  cry  about  purity  and  strict  com-, 
munion,  there  is. in  fact,  generally  speaking,  but  very 
litde  separation  of  the.  pure  from  the  impure,  the 
saint  from  the  man  of  the  world.  A  general  inter-^ 
communion,  therefore,  even  of  the  churches  which  - 
are  evangelical  in  their  creed^  would. not  be  for  edifi-;^ 
cation.  But  let  us  not  stand  at  a  distance— let  us  cul¬ 
tivate  a  religious  acquaintance.  .  Wherever  we  have  ^ 
any  evidence  of  living  piety  let  us  cherish  it.  When  wc  ^ 
Want  to  make  a  comfortable  fire  for  our  families  these 
cold  mornings,  we  dp  not  scatter,  but  bring*  together 
jhc  dying  embers.  Let  us  in  the  spirit  of  Jesus  point 
out  what  is  wrong  io  our  respective  communions— -let , 
us  never  be  ashamed  of  getting  either  light  or  heat 
from  our  neighbour's  public  or  private  altar.  And 
so  far  as  we  understand  one  another,  and  can  assist 
One  anotiier,  in  our  common  faith  CnU  Christian  prac¬ 
tice,  let  us  have  communion,  and  no  farther. 
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But  OTe  we  in  the  way  of  our  duty  thus  to  sap  and 
throw'  down  all  the  barriers  which  our  fathers  and  wc 
have  erected,  and  fortified,  and  defended,  betwixt  our 
4hurchy  and  other  churches?— -We  have  produced  proof 
enough,  and  the  fact  is  not  even  denied,  that  in  the 
Apostles  days,  and  for  generations  afterw'ards,  there 
were  no  such  things  as  our  ckureh  and  your  church— ^ 
but  just  one  church,  tind  that  the  church  of  the  Lord 
Jesus.  We  ask,  then,  for  the  scripture  prool!which 
n^de  ti«,making-,  or  the  keeping  up  of  these  walls  of 
aeparation  a  dutyi  Can  a  single  passage  of  scripture 
produced,’ in  cither  the  old  or  new  Testament, 
•where  separations  of  this  kind  arc. represented,  any 
other  way  but  as  curses,  and  chastisements? 

It  is  clear  that  the  present  divided  state  of  the  church 
is  foretold,  in  the  bible;  And  one  leading  character¬ 
istic  of  the  glory  of  the  latter  days  is,  that  the  church 
shall  again  be.  one. 

“How  beautiful,  upon  the  mountains  are  the  feet 

*  of  him  that  bringeth  good  tidings',  that  publisheth 

*  peicej  that  bringeth  good  tidings  of  good,  that  pub* 

'  ‘  lisheth  salvation,  that  saith  unto  ^Zionj  Thy  God , 

*  reigheth;  Thy  watchmen  shall  lift  up  the  voice; 

*  with  the  voice  together  shall  they  sing:  for  they  shall 
*.see  eye  to  eye,  when  the  Lord  shall  bring  again  Zi* 

*  on.”  Is.  52.  7  and  8. 

“  In  those  days,  and  in  that  time,  saith  the  Lord, 

^  iJie  children  of  Israel  shall  comc^  they  and  the  chil- 
•drenof  Judah  togctheri  going  and  weeping:  they 
^'shal!  go,  .and  seek  the  Lsrd  their  God.  They  shall 
•askuhe'v/ay  to  Zion,  with  their  faces  thitherward, 

*  Mayings  Come,  and  let  us  join  ourselves  to  the  Lor® 

*  in. a  pepetual  covenant  Ma/  shall  not  be  forgotten. 

^  My^  people  hath  breri  lost  sheep;  their  shepherds 
•have  caused  them  to  gc>  astra}-,  they  have  turu- 

*  cd  them  away  on  the  mountains:  they  have  gone 
•from  inoi.intam  to  hill,  theyhave/orgotten  their rcst- 

*  ing'place/^  Jer.  30.  -G. 
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AgiUiist  wh  >m  is  the  force  of  christiaii'talept  in 
our  present  divided  state  generally  directed?  Not  a- 
gainst  the  man  of  the  world,  but  against  fellow  chris- 
tians.From  what  quarter  do  the  most  of  the  watchmen  J 
and  the  shepherds  of  the  present  day  draw  additions 
to  their  charge?  Not  from  the  world,  and  the  king¬ 
dom  of  satan,  but  from  a  sister  church.  When  will 
men  who  are  in  other  matters  taught  of  God,  be  in 
this  important  article,  even  possessed  of  common 
sense!  Verily,  the  shepherds  have  thus  used  the 
sheep  to  go  astray,  and  hoth 'shepherds  and  flock  have 
forgotten  their  resting  place.  > 

We  have  no  reason  to  expect  that  the  unity*  which  , 
is  to  form  one  of  the  glorias  of  the  laUer  day,  shall 
be  accomplished,  any  other  way  than  by  God’s  bles-  , 
sing  upon  the  means  which  he  hath  already  appoint-  . 
cd,  and  which  it  is  hoped  we  fully  enjoy.  It’ia.con* 
sequently  our  duty  and  not  pur  sin,  to  endeavour- m  - 
©ur  differcint  places,  to  unite  yatherthan  to  divide  the 
fearers  of  the  Lord. .  A.  jcalm  investigation  of  the 
scriptural  principles  of  Christian  communion  i»  one  of.-, 
these  means.’  This  mean  we  have  according  ^9  the  . 
measure  of  our  ability  been  using.  The  result  of /^our  , 
investigation  we  have  now  given  to  our  Christian 
friends.  It  may  bcvWe  are  still  in  the  dark  and  un»  ; 
der  mistakes,  but  we  hay e  been  doing  our  duty., 'We 
have  the  approbation  of  our  own  conscience";  we  know 
we  have  the  prayers,  and  the  blessing  of  many  ot  th^ 
excellent' ones  of  the  earth.  .  We  are  pretty  confident 
that  we  are  supported  by  scripture  in  the  great  and 
leading  principles  which  we  have  stated.  We  conse¬ 
quently  trust  that  the  head  of  the  church  approves,, 
and  will  in  a  greater  or  lesser  degree  bless  these  our 
feeble  labours.  .And  as  authors,  though  only  authora.  • 
of  tugiuve  pieces,  we  cannot  but  indulge  the  pleasing 
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licpe,  .tnat  whf  n  the  watchmen  under  the  blaze  of  me- 
ftiiian  plory  •hall  sec  eye  to  eye,  they  will  not  pre- 
•cribe  terms  of  communion  much  differcct  from  those 
far  which  we  cow  plead.  " 


Ftom  th^  Christian  Observer, 


£asvafi  aifdl' c)^se,\ 

or  nine  months  ihry  remain  in  this  countryV  it  is 
presumed  that  tracts,  or  the  Scriptures^  ii'  furnished,' 
will  be  generally  read  by  them.  It  is  aLso  proposed^ 
that  persons  intended  for  Asiatic  missions,'  cf  other* 
zealous  Christians,  shall  endeavour  to  acquire  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  languages  in  which  these  strangers  maj' 
be.  addressed;  and  if  their  labours  should  conduce, 
through  ih'e  Divine  blessings  to  the  convej’sjpn  of  any 
of  them,  it  is  impcssible'  to  calculate  the  extent  of 
good  which  may  flow  from  such  an  occurrence.  Ev¬ 
ery  real  convert  will  prove  a  missionary  to  "his  couit? 
tryinert,  on  his  return  .to  his 'native  home.  ,  . 

It  is  unquestioriably  a  subject  of  regret  and  aston¬ 
ishment,  as  the  address  to  vrhich  wc  have  alluded 
pointedly  states,  diat  ‘hiotwiih-standing  all  the  exer-' 
tions  mads  by  the  Christian  .world,’  and  the  many  so¬ 
cieties  purposely  formed  for  propagating  Christiauii 
tj' abroad,  all  of  which  have  sprung  up  .within  these 
tKstziy  yeart^  within  that  time  more  than  rparv' 
tiious’a.nd  of  these  unenlightened  strangers  have  Come, 
to  this  country,  and  returned  again,  and  yet  iuitil  nov^ 
nothing, v/hatevcr'has  been  attemp.tcd  to  afford  them 
religious  instruclioq..  And  v^hat  must  the  enemies  of 
Christianit)’,  and  of  Christian  societies,  have  had  .to. 
say  on  this  subject.'  Why  this,  these  willihgobjectors 
saiid;— ‘It  may  be -very' laudable  in  you  to  expend 
thousands  in  sending  missionaries  abroad,  but  really 
it  'appears  irreconciViable,  that  V’ou  should  not  Jlfst, 
lock  to’  the  heathen  Who  by  hundreds  are  daily  /qund" 
at  your  very  doors,  and  who  by  thousands  yis't  your- 
meffopoUs.*  ’*  ,  • 

Donations  and  subscriptions  are  rr quested  hy  the- 

Missionary  Society  for  this  specife  object. 


0 
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BAPTIST  MISSIONS  IN  INDIA. 

Extract  of  letters  fronj  an  officer  in  the  army  station¬ 
ed  near  the  bordere  of  the  Mahratta.  Country,  w 
Mr.  Ward,  one  of  the  Misaion^ies. 

^ov.  7,  1810.  “Your  kind  letter  I  received,  and 
the  Hindoost’hanee  Testament  a  week  before  it.  In 
that  you  hfkve  indeed  sent  me  a  most  valuable  pre* 
cent,  for  which  accept  of  my  sincere  thanks.  I  have 
now  begun  to  read  it  on  a  Sunday  to  the  fexo  Ckrit^ 
tiant  mho  cltuiys  meet  oh  that  day  at-  my  bungalovj. 
It  is  listened  to  with  an  attention  and  apparent  plea¬ 
sure  that  gives  .me  great  delight.  Some  of  my  ser* 
vants,  and  a  few  other  boys  also,  attend  and  hear  it , 
with  some  attention:  and  I  am  in  hopes  that  its  pure 
doctrines,  with  the  sublime  and  interesting  account 
of  our  Saviour,  and  the  salvation  he  hath  wrought 
for  us,  v;ill  gradually  work  its  benign  effects' in  their 
minds,  and  produce  an  inquiry  I  which  shall  takeevc- 
j  v  proper  opportunityof  improving.The  present  Rajah 
appears  to  be  of  a  quiet  and  peaceable  disposition,  and 
might  tolerate  a  hew  religion,  especially  as  the  Mah« 
rattas  l  am  told  are^not  very  tenacious  of  their  casts, . 
and' generally  speaking  are  a  quiet  well-disposed  peo¬ 
ple,  mostly  employed  i.»  cultivating  the  soil.  The  . 
brother  of  the  Rajah,  and  his  son,  who  is  considered 
as  the  heir  apparent,  are  much  more  attached  to  Brah- 
minism.” 

Jan.  5,  1811.  “The  Hindoost’hanee  New  Testa¬ 
ment  has  proved'  a  very  great  blessing,  and  is  listened 
to  with  great  attention  by  the  several  poor"  Christians 
here;  and  I  am'happy  to  add,  that  the  conduct  of  some  • 
of  them'is  altered  for  the  better.^  Besides  this,  fro® 
one  to  three  o’clock 'every  day  I  have  begun  to  read 
it  to  a  Jemadar  of  qur  escort;  also  to  a  Mussulmao 
priest,  a  man  of  some  distinction  here,  and  who  lives 
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on  a  hill  TMJt.far  from  my  bungalow*  .  He  is  account-; 
eel  by  his  own  cast  a  very  great  devotee.  His  native; 
place  is -Delhi,  but  he-  lived  a  long  time  in  Arabia* 
An  old  Brahman  Pundit  ako  attends.  They  all  thrc.c 
hear  with  delight  and  astoni^dimcnt,  and  speak  much 
in  praise  of , the  New  Testament.  When  I  speak  of 
our  Saviour,  and  the  important  purpose  for  which  he 
was  born  and  suiFered,  they  seem  very  much  impres¬ 
sed.  As  we  read,  I  point  out  some  of  the  most  use-' 
ful  parts,  and  we  converse  on  them;  but  I  refrain  from 
speaking  of  their  religion,  lest  I  should  discourage 
their  attention,  by  giving  them  offence.  When  I  have 
read  all  through  the  book  to  them,  I  will  then  endea* 
vour  to  peint  out  the  necessity  of  their  qujuing  the 
false  an  J  absurd  doctrines  of  Paganism  and  Mahom-^ 
etanism,  and  laying  hold  of  that  .of  Jesiis  Christ.— 
There  was  another  person  of  good  family  and  educa-. 
tion  that  began  to  hear;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  he  ha» 
been  dissuaded  from  attending*  lest  his  friends  and 
the  p.*opIe  of  his  own  cast  (Mussulmans)  should  per¬ 
secute  and  bring  him"  iiuo  trouble.-  He,  as  well  as 
the  others,  are  very  earnest  that  I  should  get  up  the. 
remaining  part  of  the  New  Testament,  and  also  the 
Old  Testanaent  as  far  as  it  is  translated.  The  two 
Mussulmans  are  very  desirous  of  reading  it  in  tbs, 
Persian  language  and  character.”  ..  *■  ; 

Jan.  23,  1811.  “I  wrote  you  of  late  of  the  three  Iq 
whom  I  was  daily  reading  the  Scriptures.  If  I  cau 
judge  bv  their  professions,  public  and  private,  two  of 
th<  -mi  naiudy,  the  Mussulman  priest,  and  the  Brah* 
muii  are  sincerei  and  really  see  the  fully  af  the  ir  own 
belief.  The  Jemadar,  although  he  says  he  believes 
in  our  Saviour,  and  seems  to  admire  our  Testament, 
extreraely*  is,  I  am  afraid,  as  yet  very  iust  nsibic  to 
its  spiritual  meaning  and  beauties,  and  to  the  great 
jmportance  of  What  our  blessed  Redeemer  ha-j  , 
uSf  It  is  as  you  say;  we  ^  should  labour  at 
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Gouscifnces,  shewing  them  that,  without  sincere  re* 
petitance  and  I'aith  in  Christ,  they  cannot  be  saved*  , 
Tii  is  weapon  was  powerful  in  the  days  of  the  Apos^ 
ties,  and  will  prove  so  now,  if*  we  who  preach  Christ , 
ai  e  oursclycB  sincere:  as  God  will  sooner  or  later  most 
assuredly  own  the  labeurs  of  his  sincere  servants.*’ 


’■  A  person  belonging  to  the.  army,'  who  appears  te 
be  descended  from  an’ Knglfshtnan  by  a’ native  wo* 
man,  and  who  has  been  converted  by  means  of  the 
Missionaries,  thus  writes  to  .one  of  them  from  Cut¬ 
tack,  Dec.  l4,  1'810:  “I  am  happy.to  inform  you  that 
on  my  journey  l.vyas  refreshed  by  the  consideration 
that  the  Spirit  of  God  is  working  in  these  heathen 
lands. '  I  sec  plainly  that  the  missionaries  are  not 
working  in  vain.  God.  hears  their  prayers  for  the 
success  of  his  cause,  and  it  shall  prevail. 

On  the  29th  of  Nov.  wc  marched  to  Kushai-tola 
where  I  had  an  opporfunty  of  talking  of  Christ  to  a 
few  Byraggecs.  On*Dec.  1,  wc  came  to  Sure,  where 
1  conversed  with  forty  or  fifty  persons,  and  gave  three 
Ooriya  New  Tcstahicnts,  and  some  tracts, ''to  three 
Brahmans.  Lord’s  day  the  2d,  we  came  to  Sccrauli. 
He  re  we  had  worship  twice,  and  at  the  close  of  one 
of  the  meetings  brother  B.  engaged  Jn  prayer.  ^  I 
made  known  the  word  of  God  to  a  few  men,  and  dis¬ 
tributed  a  few  tracts.  On  the  3d,  we  marched  to 
Bhudruck.  H<“re  two  of  the  Brahmans,  to  whom  I 
gave  Testamerits  at  Suro,  returned  them.  In  the 
course  of  the  day  five  or  six -Mussulmans  came  to 
hear,  and  1  gave  them  a  Testament.  ‘  In  the  evening. 


53Xty  or  seventy  Brahmans,  with  several  others,  came 
to  me.  I  cnrl  favoured  to  convince  them  of  sin,  and 


h  ad  them  ‘o  Jsrsus  Christ  as  d  e  only  Saviour.  I 
^  goc  one  ot  the  Bruhmams  to  read  the  14th  chapter  of 
John,  and  I  endeavoured  tO  explain  what  they  did  not 
tjndcrstund.  All  the  rest  paid  great  attention.  When 
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he  had  read  the'^chapter  they  asked  irie  for  some  Tes- 
taineats.  I  gave  them  three  or. four  of  the  Psalrps, 
&c.  and  sixty  or  seventy  tracts,  d'hey  wanted. more, 
Testaments,  hut  I  had  no  more  to  .spare.  In  the  eve¬ 
ning  four  Brahmans  returned  me  one  of  the  Testa¬ 
ments,  «nd  a  few  of , the  tracts.  Dec.  4ih,  we  mnrehr 
cd  to  Dhainnugur.  Here  I  talked  with  about  .sixty 
Braltmias. .  They  ackttowledgr.d  their  gods  coukl  not 
save  them.  On  the  5th,  we  ntarchejl  to  Jajpoor, 
where  I  talked  with  eight  or  nine  •irrahirinzf',  and. sev¬ 
eral  others,  and  disiri'tuted  a  huntberof  iracic.  We 
had  worship  the  evening  that  \vc  halted  at  J^jpoz  r, 
and  in  the  morning  I  talked  with  a  few  persont,  and 
gave  aw  ly  a  IVstnmrnr. .  In  the  course  of  the  dity  I 
went|vvith  brother  R.  to  eight  places  in  the 

nc^igh-iiiiirhocjci  to  make  known  tht*  word.  We  gave 
awav  a  J^stament,  an  I  about  one  hundred  tracts,  all 
ot  wilieh  were  received  with  thankfulness.  Oh  the  7th 
We  marched  to  Burumburda,. where  I  talked  wifh  a 
nu;nbi.r  ot  people,  among  whom  were  three  Brah¬ 
mans.  .  I  gave  these  B’^ahmai's  some  tracts.  '  One  of 
th  rui  came  again  in  the  rv^uing  with  five  or  six  6- 
thers.  I  talked  to  them  with  tears  about  Christ,  and' 
gave  them  some  tracts.  1  was  much  encouraged. 
On  the  8(h  we  marched  to  Urukpoor,  where  (.talk¬ 
ed  with  a  number  of  people,  and  gave  away  some 
tracts. 

‘‘Lord*s-day  the  9th,  we  marched  to  Lukshman- 
poor,  after  which  we  had  worship  twice,  and  I  ebnver- 
sed  with  a  number  of  persons.  On  the  lOih  we  march¬ 
ed  to  Pudinupoor,  where  brother  B.  conversed  with 
several  persons  and  it^ve  away  ••me  tracts.  •  In  the 
cveaing  I  and  brother  G.  talked  ^ith  a  great  number 
of  people,  amfmg  whom  were  about  eighty  Brahmans. 
We  gave- them  fifty  or  sixty  tracts:  they  wanted  some 
Teg  tarn  cats,  and  I  wm  sorry  that  1  had  none  to 
them.”  ' 


Mr.'  'Ward,  by  way  of  i-efl^ctiori  on  the  abo^e,  say^ 
♦‘in  this  instance,  as  in  many  others, -we  see  how  much 
the  parable  of  our  Lord  respecting  the  leaven  is  ful¬ 
filled:  one  man  is  converted;  his  trile  and  children 
gaze  and  admire;  his  neighbours  also  say^ohe  to  ano- 
’ther,  Come  and  see  this  new  thing  that  the  Lord  hath 
done._  He  writes  to  one  and  talks  to  another  of  Je¬ 
sus  the  Saviour.  He  removes  to  aii«iher  place  of  re¬ 
sidence;  he  talks  to  those  whom  he  meets  with  on  hli 
way,  and  puts  into  tbeir  hand  the  book"  of  God;  he 
thus  scatters  blessings  on  his  journey,  and  on  his  ar¬ 
rival  makes  known  in  his  new  situation  the  words  of 
eternal  life.  In  this  way  the  blessing  of  Abraham 
came  on  the  Gentiles;  ‘1  will  bless  thee,  and  make 
-thee  a  blessing!”  , 

SERAMPORE  MISSION. 

On  Sunday  the  13th  Dec.  ,1812,  a  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  Kcv.  Basil  Woodd,  M.  A.  rector  of 
Drayton  Beauchamp,  at  Bentinck  Chapel^  England, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  late  fire,  which  destroyed  the 
printing  office  of  the  Missionary  society  at  Seram- 
pore,  in  the  East  Indies,,  on  the  11th  of  last  March, 
and  also  in  aid  of  the  important  object  of  translating  ■ 
■  tke  Holy  Scriptures  into  the  oriental  languages. 

The  collection  amounted  to  1301.  Is.  6d.  We- re¬ 
joice  to  hear  that  the  aunt  of  6*5001.  has  been  raised  ■ 
in  England. and  Scotland  on  this  occasion.  The  sym¬ 
pathy  of  Christians- of  difierent  denominations  has 
prominently  drawn  out,  and -an  unity  of  zeal  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  interest  of  the  kingdom  of  Cbrist'rcmark- 
"  ably  displayed.  The  Missionaries  have  lost  no  time 
in  repairing  the  loss  and  delay  sustained  by  the  con* 
Migration}  specimens  of  new- impressions  from 
.  formed  out  of  the  lead  melted  by  the- fire  have  b'ie'a 
transmitted  to  this  country;  and^  the  editiQAls^of  'th'e 
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From  many  circumstances  in  Divine  Providence^ 
it  appears,  that  the  time  to  favor  Zion  is  ap¬ 
proaching;  that  a  door  is  opened  in  India,  South  A- 
merica  and  the  Islands  of  the  Sea,  for  the  extensive 
promulgatitm  of  the  gospel  of  peace — it  becomes  a 
duty  as  well  as  a  privilege  for  those  who  are  favoied 
with  the  gospel,  and  have  been  mad^  to  rejoice  in  its  be¬ 
nign  influences,  to  endeavour  to  extend  its  light  to  the 
millions  who  sit  , in  darkness  and  are  perishing  for 
lack  of  knowledge.,  ,  Animated  by  these  considera¬ 
tions,  the  friends  of  Zion,  of  (he.  Baptist  denomina¬ 
tion,  ill  the  Atlantic  States,  are  forming  a  chain  of 
societies  to  support  the  missions  already  established, 
and  to  extend  them  as  opportunity  and  encourage¬ 
ment. may.  offer.  One  of  th  *se  societies  has  been  re-  . 
ceiKly  for,med  in  this  city;  and  has  adopted  for  its  gov-  . 
ernmL?nt  the  following  >  _  ' 

constitution  " 

0/  Washingt%n  Bafitist  Society  for  Foreign  MU* 

sions.  i  ^ 

Having  received -the  blessings  of  Divine  Revela¬ 
tion,  whereb)^  ihe  present  affljctions  of  man  are  alle¬ 
viated,  and  his  hopes  of  eternal  glory  confirmed:  and? 
being  con  cions  o!  our  duty  to  employ  every  means/ 
V'hich  God  has  put  within  our  power^  ♦to  extend  itk 
lights  even  to  the  most  distant  nations;  wn.,  .  whose 
names  are'hereuiito  subscribe#!,  do  cordially  unite 
n  society  for  propogatiug  the  Gospel  in  foreign' coun¬ 
tries-,  in  which  we  agree  to  be  governed  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Constitution.  .  ,  . . 

l^'t.  T'his  Society  shari  he  known  by  the  name  of  m 
VoL.  II.  B  b  b 
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^^The  Washington  Baptist  Society  for  Foreign  Mis¬ 


sions.' 


2:1.  Its  object  is  to  send  forth  Missionaries  to 
preach  the  Gospel  or  translate  the  Scriptures  into  fo¬ 
reign  languages,  and  to  provide  for  their  support. 

3d.  The  immediate  management  of  the  concerns 
of  this  Society  shall  be  vested  in  a  board,  to  be  called, 
“The  Board  of  Directors,”  which  shall  consist  of  a 
President,  Vice-President,  Recorder,  Corresponding 
Secretary}  Treasurer,  and  seven  trustees,  a  majority 
of  whom  shall,  constitute  4  quorum-to  do  business. 

4:h.  The  next  meeting  of  this  Society  shall  be  hoi- 
den  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  in  December  next,  af¬ 
ter  which  the  Society  shall  meet  .annually  in  the  City 
of  < Washington,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  at 
10  o’clock  A.  M. 

[The  5lh,'6th,  7th,  8th,  9th,  10th  and  11th  articles 
of  the  Constitution  ot  the  Society  are  of  a  local  na¬ 
ture,  which. we  omit;  also  the  16th.j 

12th.  This  Society  .shall  consist  of  all  such  persons 
as  subscribe  and  pay.  into  thq  treasury  annually  any 
sum  which  he  may  think  proper,  provided  that  such 
annual  subscription  shall' not  be  less,  than  two  dolfars. 
Any  subscriber  may  withdraw  his  name  at  pleasure; 
and  no  person’s  name  shall  continue  on  the  rtgisti-r 
of  this  society  as  a  member,  provided  he  . neglects  to 
pay  the  amount  of  his  subscription  for  two  years  suc¬ 
cessively. 

^3th.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Trustees  to  solicit 
d^ations  from  such  persons  as  may  not  choose  to  be- 
cOi^ie  membtfrs,  as  they  may  deem  expedient— to  ob¬ 
tain  subscribers  to  the  Society  as  oppo-tunity  may.  ot- 
.terrr*to  receive  subscriptions  and-  donations  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Society,  and  to.  pay  the  same  over  to 
the  Treasurer,  and  in  all  respects  to  advance  as  .far 
3^  pr^ticablc  the  interest  of  the  institution* 

X  '  '  /  ■ 
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14th.  Should  Societies  be  formed  in  other  place  s, 
haviujT  the  same  object  4n  view,  the  Board  will  ap¬ 
point  one  or  more  persons  to  unite  with  delegates  from 
such  Societies  in  forming  a  General  Committee,  in 
order  more  effectually  to  accomplish  the  end  contem¬ 
plated  by  this  institution.  .  . 

All  donations  to  this  Society,  specifically  de¬ 
signated  for  the  translation  and  publishing  the  scrip¬ 
tures  in  foreign  languages,  shall 'be  faiihtully  appro¬ 
priated  to  that  particular  object. 

Agreed  upbn  at  our  first  meeting  in  the  City  of 
Washington  this  4th  day  of  November,  1813. 

.  ;  O.  B.  BBO  vVN, 

EiVO  REYNOLDS, 

JOSEPH  BORROWS, 

Committee  /‘or  fiublication  and  sufierintehdance 

TO  CORREbPONDENTS. 

A  valuable  and  mii^h  respected  friend  has  stated 
to  us--— That  the  account  which  we  have  given  of  the 
exercises  of  the  Kentucky  New  Lights,  page  217— 
221,  stands  inn(jed,of  correction,  as  Mr.  IVIcNeihar’s 
autiiority  is  not  to  be  depended  upon.**  Tuough  in 
that  article  we  have  used  Mr.  iVrcNeniar*s  words  be¬ 
cause  they  happenned  to  be  before  us,. yet  the  f  cts 
therein  stated,  we  did  riot  admit  upon  Mr.  McNe- 
mar*s  sole  authority.  It  may  be,  that  Mr.  Mcise- 
mar  s  account  of  these  exercises,  may*  lead  the  rea¬ 
der  to  consider  that  these  extravagancies  were  fir  , 
more  general  among  the  New  Lights,  than  what  in 
fict  they  were.  Hence,  any  information  which  will 
shew  in  what  particular,  societies,  or  in  what  particu¬ 
lar  neighbourhoods  they  were  iiot  known,  or  known* 
only  in  a  small  degree,  will  be  acceptable,  not  only  to 
tis,  !)ut  to  the  whole  christi'an  world  who  have  hear! 
^uy  thing  of  them.  But  that  all  these  exercises  were 
^t.a'certaia. period,  kdjw.a  nnJ  felt  in  a  considerable* 
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number  of  the  societies  called  New  Lights,  we  have  no 
doubt.  We  have  seen  the  most  of  them,  if  not  all 
of  them,  with  our  own  eyes;  and  for  them  all  wc 
^  have  had  the  repeated  testimony, "of  both  the  friends 
and  foes  of  the  work.  '  » 

-Will  our  good  serious  friends,  who  are  disposed  to 
think  that  the  account  of  these  exercises,  as  it  stands 
on-our  pages  is  exaggerated,  or  not  just,  fair  history, 
cnlv  hear  from  us  one  word.  The  whole  connection 
at  that  time  was  cct  tainly  under  a  high  degree  of  en¬ 
thusiasm,  if  not  delusion;  the  most  active  in  the  work 
were'  not  masters  of  themselves;  is  it  strange  th.-n, 
■  that  even  now,  even  after  years  have  elapsed,  some  of 
those  who  were  engaged  in  'the  work  should  find  it 
hara'to  believe,  that  they  or  their  friends  were  really 
so  extrav'agant  as  calm  bye- standers  assert  dicy  were? 

It  is  farther  stated  to  us:  That  a  person  unacquainted 
with  the  subject,  in  reading  the  extract  given  Irom 
^  Mr.  McNemar,  might  think  that  it  gives  hiai  a  view 
of  the  bodily  exercises  which ,  were  common  in  the 
revival,  and  consequently  his  mind  might  receive  un¬ 
favourable  impressions'  concerning  the  work  itself; 
'  wKile^the  truth  is^  these  extrav^agancies  recorded  ia 
that  extract,  so  far  as  they  arc  true,  did  not  take  place 
till  the  best  days  of  the  revival  were  past.*^  To  thls- 
.we  answer,  that  we  certainly  had  no  design  of  con^ 
necting  the  history  of  the  New  Lights  or  Shaker 
with  the  revival.  As  editors  vve  have  carefully  aver 
ded  giving  any  opinion  on  that  extraordinary  work- 
all  that  we  have  said,  or  as  vet  have  intended  to  sav  on 
that  subject,  will  be  found  in  a  note  under  page  68- 
It  is  with  pleasure  we  are  inforn^ed,  and  hereby  in¬ 
form  bur  readers,*^that  the  pui)lic  will,  likely,  soon  be 
in  possession  of  an  account  of  the  revival,  the  bodily 
exercise  accompanying  it,  and  the  enthusiasm  and 
‘  extravagancies  which  lolloweil  it,  given  bv  those  who 
had'eycry  opportunity  of  being  well  informed. 


In  this  place  there  have  been  published,  iiithe  course 
of  the  prese'nt  year,  by  T.  T.  Skillman,  the  follow¬ 
ing  works  on  religious  subjt  tts: — 

1.  Original  Hymns,  and  Spiritual  Songs. ~By  J. 

Hawkins— A  poor  production  so  far  as  poetry  is 
concerned.  -  /  .  : 

2.  The  Philosophy  of  the  Human  IMind  in  respect 
to  Religion— By  Ja^.  Fishback,  p.  306,  large  Oct. 
This  work  is  only  a  revival  of  the  Pelagian  heresies 
which  were  first  published  and  fully  refuted  in  tl)e 
beginning  of  the  5th  century. .  Our  readers  may  con¬ 
sult  Milner/s  Church  History,  vol.  ii,  page  363— 39r, 
for  our  proof.  Generally  speaking,  the  style  is  obscure 
and  embarrassed:  *a  pretty  strong  evidence  that  the  au¬ 
thor  himself  is  not  master  of  his  subject.  Of  ob¬ 
scurity  in  both  thought,  and  expression,  the  vast 
number  of  parenthesis  is  considerable  proof.  No 
writer  has  himself  distinct  ideas,  who  is  .continually 
disturbing  the  train  of  thought  by  throwing  in,  or  at¬ 
tempting  to  throw  ..in,  expressions  which  are  confes¬ 
sedly  remotely  connected  with  his  leading  idea. 

,  3.  Buchanan’s  Chri^oan  Researches. — This  work 
has  had  a  rapid  and  extensive  sale. 

4.  Dwight’s  discourses. — See  E.  Record,  p.  44^0 

5.  Tile  ivloraing  Star,  or  Precursor  of  the  Millenni¬ 
um.— By  James  iNPChord. 

6.  A  Portrait  of  the  Times.— By  J.  P»  Campbell. 
An  address  to  the  churches  under  the  care  of 

the  ^est  Lexington  Presbytery.— This  is  not.  only  a 
seasonable  pamphlet,  but  it  is  also  an  important  doc¬ 
ument,  concerning  the  state  of  rt^ligion  among  us.^  ,• 

8.  Mrs.  Ramsay’s  Memoirs.— Does  any  Christian,^ 

male  or  female  wish  to  know  how  the  fervour  of  idct- 
votion  mav  5e  preserved  in  the  midst  of  much  world¬ 
ly  busln^^ss?  We  kx’ow  of  no  hu  man  composition  which 
VoL.  II.  B  b  b  2 
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opens  lip  the  secret  better  than  this  little  work.  Does 
any  profane  or  worldly  person  ask  for  a  proof,  that 
'  genuine  religion  is  the  only  never  failing  source  of 
consolation  in  the  midst  of  the  carts  and  embarrass¬ 
ments,  which  are  inseparable  fiom  the  present  state 
of  man?  VVe  say  to  him  purchase  and  read  the  Life, 
aid  Diary,  and  Letters,  ot  Mrs.  Ramsay.  We  are 
.  happy  in  being  informed,  that  the  greater  pan  ol  a 
1  rgc  edition  is  alrtadj  engaged,  and  hope  that  through 
mothers  and  others,  the  noble  spirit  which  it  breathes 
will  be  infused  into  a'  large  portion  of  our  rising  gen¬ 
eration. 

9  The  Assembly’s  Shorter  Catechism,  with  the 
pi  oofs  annexed. 

A  periodical  work  entitled,  the  “Gospd  Herald,” 
has  been  published  for  seyeral  months  past  in  Frank¬ 
fort.— -No  other  Kentucky,  publication  on  religious 
subjects  has  come  to  our  knowledge. 

The  Rev.  Messrs.'  Kobert  G.  W’ilson,  and  John 
Andrews  of  Chillicothe,  Chic,  have  proposed  pub- 
s  lishing  a  periodical  work,  to  be  entitled  the  REPOSI¬ 
TORY  OF  TRUTH.  *■ 

Each  number  of  this  work. will  consist  of  two 
parts,  one  Theological,  and  the  other  Literary  and 
Morah  ■  '  * 

,  The  first  and  principal  part  (not  less  than  one  hair) 
wiil  be  devoted  exclusively  to  sacred  Theolog}’.  It 
will  contain  religious  intelligence  in  general — reports 
of  Bi^le  Societies — accounts  of  missionary  labours 
and  revivals'  of  religion — interesting  extracts  ffom 
the  minute?. of  respectable  ecclesiastical  council —  . 
compendious  systematic  divinity^ — essays  on  Christian 
experience  and  practice— -sacred  criticism. — ^biography 
'and  obituary,  or  accounts  of  the  lives  and  deaths  of 
persons  eminent  for  piety  and  usefulness.  "  ‘  - 

The  othQT  part  of  each  number  wiil  contain  literaryj . 
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moral  and  philosophical  pieces— -essays  on  education^ 
the  qualifications  of  teachers,  and  the  mode  of  con* 
ducting  schools — occasional  reflections  on  the  conduct 
of  Pn»vidence  in  managing  tift:  affairs  of  nations,  and 
the  events  of  war — records  of  interesting  historical 
facts — chaste,  instructive  and  entertaining  poetical 
pieces— and,  finally,  short  notices  of  new  inventions 
and  improvements  in  agriculture  and  the  mechanical 
arts. 

In  regard  to  religiop,  our  creed  isXalvinistic,  and 
the  pieces  which  we  publish  will  accord  with  the  doc¬ 
trines  taught  in- the  Presbyterian  confession  of  Faith. 
Yet  we  intend  to  give  no  unnecessary  offence  to  Chris¬ 
tians  of  other  denominations.  All  pieces  of  every 
^'lestriptidn,  unfriendly  to  the  grand  interests  of 
vangelical  truth  and  Christian  morality,  will  be  ex¬ 
cluded  from  this  work. 

If  the  proposed  pubrication  ifieet  with  liberal  pa¬ 
tronage,  the  first  nutnber  will  app  ar  iif^  January  next.  ^ 
Persons  holding  the  proposals  ar  s  therefore,  rc;cjiiest- 
cd  to  forward  the  names  of  suijscrlbers,  with  tixe  pla¬ 
ces  of  their  n  siclence,  before  the  end  of  this  year. 

CONDITIONS— One  number  of  the  Repository  . 
of  Truth,  containing  thirty-two  octavo  pages,  stitched 
in  blue  paper,  will  be  published  monthly,  at  the  office- 
of  the  Supporter,  and  conveyed  by  niail  to  distant; 
subscribers.  ... 

The  price  to  subscribeis,  exclusive! v  of  postage^ 
will  b  e  two  dollars  per  annum,  paid  in  advance,  or 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  at  the  expiration  of  the  * 
yean 
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Our  account  of  the  origin  of  the  Rankinites,  page 
417,  has,  we  are  told,  given  great  offence  to  a  partic- 
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.  ular  connectioh^of  our  readers.  A 'committee  of  the 
•presbytery,  of  which  ]Mr.  Rankin  is  a  member,'  has 
consequently  been  appointed  to  examine  the  paper, 
and  report  against  next  meeting.”  This  being  the 
case,  it  perhaps  would  be  well  enough  for  the  persons 
offended,  not  to  hazard  a  judgment  till  the  result*  f 
the  report  of  the  committee  is  known.  We  have  on¬ 
ly  to  o!)serve  in  the  present  stage  of  the  business, 
that  Mr.  Rankin,  as  the  head  of  a  pretty  distinguish¬ 
ed  party  iti  the  upper  settlements  of  Kentucky,  came 
fairly  before  us,  and  if  in  reviewing  his  htstory  we 
found  many  things  which  do  not  look  well  when  set 
in  their  true  light,  we  could  not  help  it.  We  have  not 
made  Mr.  Rankin's  character;  he  has  made  it  him¬ 
self — and  if  there  are  any  other  documents  than  those 
which  we  had,  and  which  may  have,  a  tendency  tq 
justily  Mr.  Rankin’s  conduct,  they  will  without 
doubt  be  furnished  to  the  committee  of  Presbytery, 
and  by*  them  he  forwarded  to  the  Court,  or  Courts^ 
who  may  ultimately  decide  on  the  case. 


BtilTISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

We  have  already  given  to  our  readers,  in  our  num¬ 
bers  lor  April  and  May,  an  abstract  of  the  eighth 
annual'  Report  of  this  Society.  It  now  remains 
to  lay  before  our  readers  such  extracts  from 
the  Appendix  to  the  Report,  as  may  serve  to  con¬ 
vey  to  them  some  idea,  though  a  very  inadequate 
'  one,  of  the  extent  and  beneht  of  the  operations  of  this 
Society.  We  will  begin  with  its  foreign  operations. 

From  a  German  Correspondent  at  Paris,  dated  Au¬ 
gust  2,  1811. 

am  confident,  that  the  German  Bibles  and  Tes¬ 
taments,  which  I  received  ii)  Halle,  have  proved  a 
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great  Messing^  both  in  Austria  and  Hungary.  I  nevc^ 
w?is,  in  all  my  life,  received  wiih  such  real  delight,  as 
when  I  made  my.  appearance  at  Presljiirg,  with  llie 
Bible  in  my  hand.  The  Bibles  and  Testaments  which 
I  could  spare  for  them  at  that  time,  were  all  sold  the 
next  day,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  which  yvere  fur¬ 
nished  to  the  very  poorest  gratuitously  All  who 
could  would  pay.  'Fhe  Ilungarians  wish  to  establish 
a  Bible  Society,  and  an  office  of  their  own,  for  print¬ 
ing  Bibles,' both  in  the  Hungarian  language,  and  in 
other  similar  dialects.  They  will  begin  a  subscrip¬ 
tion  among  themselves,  |)rovided  tile  Parent  Society 
ill  London  wilT assist  and  support  them  in  such  a 
measure.  I  gave  them  great  hopes  of  this,  having 
myself  seen  wh  it  the  British  and  Foreign  Bilile  So¬ 
ciety  has  done,  and  is  willing  to  do.  Remember,  ami 
pn^claim  it  as  loud  as  you  can,  that  there  are  ufiwards 
of  a  million*  and  a  half  of  Protestants  in  Hungary  ^  and 

but  a  few  Bibles  amdrg  them!’' 

•  < 

i 

From' a  pious  Roman  Catholic  Parish  Priest,  in  Ba- 
'varia,  dated  March  20,  1811. 

‘‘Your  love  to  Christ,  and  your  impartial  and  com¬ 
prehensive  love  to  all  Christians,  who  sincerely  pro¬ 
fess  our  Lord  Jesus,  are  known  to  me,  and  to  many 
in  Germany.  1  therefore  embrace  this  opportunity 
ot  saluting  you  (though  the  least  of  your  brethren,) 
and  of  thanking  you  for  the  lively  interest  you  have 
taken  in  our  Ratisbon  Bible  Institution.  Our  New 
Testament  goes  off  rapidly.  Indeed,  there  still  ex¬ 
ists  a  hunger  in  the  land  after  the  heavenly  manna; 
and  the  Lord  has  promised  to  satisfy  this  hunger. 
The  scripture  is  also  a  bond  ot  union  in  Christ:  for 
who  hath  ‘the  worils  of  eternal  life,'  but  Christ  alone. 
‘To  who  n  else,  therefore,  shall  we  go"'  Whether  the 
translation  of  the  Bible  be  in  Latin,  German,  or  Lng- 
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lish,  is  immaterial:  the  great  point  is,  whether  we  be¬ 
come  better;  that  is,  new  crcjiitures  in  Christ,  through 
faith  in  him,  which  worketh  by  love.  This  is  not  ef¬ 
fected  by  the  Greek.  Latin,  German,  or  English  let¬ 
ter,  but  by  uhe  Spirit  of  God,  which  we  receive  freely 
by  faith,  that  we  may  work  the  works  of  grace  and 
love.  Surely  the  hand  of  the  Lord  is  not  shortened.. 
In  these  times  of  general  fermentation,  when  all  is 
shaking,  and  the  vessel  t>f  Christ’s  church  appears 
sinking,  he  rises  with  power,  cheers  his  frightened 
disciples,  and  commands  the  winds  and  waves  to  be 
stilL  Let  us  shew  a  noble  courage:  confiding  in  Christ, 
we  maj  risk  every  thing. 

,  ‘^With  us  matters  seem  to  proceed  to  such  lengths, 
that  we  must  expect  a  persecution  for  our  faith’s 
sake:  but  God  will  give  us  needful  grace.  We  en¬ 
courage  each  other  in  faith,  prayer,  patimice,  confi¬ 
dence.  Assist  U3  with  your  prayers.  We  have  to 
fight  the  same  fight  of  faith;  and  have  one  and  the 
same  Lord,  even  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  United  to 
him,  we  are  united  to  each  other:  neither. continents, 
nor  seas;  v^arious  forms^  of  government,  nor  difierent 
outward  confessions  of  religion,  can  separc;te  us:  all 
these  thiiigs  pass  away,  but  love  abideth.  Help  us, 
therefore,  to  p^'ay,  to  believe,  to  suffer,  to  love;  and 
all  will  go  \vell:  for  it  is  a  f^aithful  saying,  ‘that  all 
things  work  together  for  good,  to  them  that  love 
God.*  ’* 


Another  Catholic  clergyman  writes,  “The  Ratisbon 
Bible  .Institution,  the  design  of  which  is  to  circulate 
the  New  Testament  in  the  German  language,  among 
the  Catholic  people,  goes  on  very  prosperously.  The 
demand. for  it  is ‘very  great,  even  beyond  our  most 
sanguine  expectation,  so  that  we  cannot  but  wonder 
and  adore,  W  ;  can  hardly  print  fast  enough.  Con¬ 
siderable  orders  for  it  are  received  from  every  quar- 
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ter,  I  might  also  say  from  every  corner  of  Catholic 
Cl  '-many.  The  fifth  edition  is  begun;  and  were  it 
completed,  it  would  immediately  have  been  sold.  '  I 
have  received  1000  copies  of  this  Testament  (paid  for' 
by  the  private  contrilmtions  of  some  benevolent  Brit¬ 
ish  Christians)  from  ,Ratisbon,  and  distributed  them 
all  either  personally  or  by  the  hand  of  frienefal  They 
are  most  gratefully  received,  and  eagerly  read,  by  old 
and  young,  by  the  children  in  die  school,  and  by  their 
teachers;  nor  can-  I  doubt,  for  a  moment,  but  they 
will  be  attended  with  a  blessing.  Only  let  us  con¬ 
stantly  and  ferv’entfy  pray,  that  the  Spirit  of  Christ, 
which  he  promised  to  the  children  of  men,  may  en¬ 
lighten  the  minds  of  all  those  who  read  this  blessed 
ioolc,  and  kindle  in  their  hearts,  that  sacred  fire, 

which  our  Lord  so  much  wished  to. see  kindled.” 

,  »  _  •  * 

From  the  Rev.  — — ^  in  Berlin,  dated  April  9,  1811^ 

‘‘As  to  the  Bohemian  Scriptures,  we  have  received 
the  pleasing  intelligence  from  several  quarters,  that 
both  in  Bohemia  and  Moravia,  there  is  still  a  great 
desire  for  the  word  of  ('od.  *  We  are  told,  that  we 
might  immediately  dispose  of  2000  copies;  but  alas! 
we  have  none  left;  and  it  is  impossil)le.^for  us, -with 
our  ow  n  means,  to  commence  the  printing  of  another 
edition.’* 

‘^To-day  I  received  a  letter  from  a  Protestant  cler¬ 
gyman  in  Prague,  urging  lis  to  print  another  edition 
of  the  Bohemian  Bible;  and  stating,  ‘that  there  were 
W'hole  Bohemian  congregations  who  had  not  received 
a  single  copy  from  the  former  edition,  and  that  he  a- 
lone  could  dispose  of  500  copies  in  Prague  and  its 
V’icinity.*  .Another  clergyman  in  Moravia  writes  us 
also  word,  ‘that  he  had  twenty  reformed  (or  Calvin- 
Jsiic)  parishes  under  his  inspection,  for  w  hich  he  want¬ 
ed  at  least  one  thousand  copies;*  but  adding,  ‘that  the 
people  of  his  charge  were  extremely  poor.* 
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From  Stockholm,  dated  July  9,  1811. 

/ 

“No  Bible  or  New  Testament  in  the  Finnish  lan¬ 
guage  has  been  printed  since  1776,  when  the  Finnish 
Bible  in  quarto,  and  New  Testament  in  octavo,  were 
printed  in  Abo.  In  1744.  Mr.  Carlblom,  in  Stock¬ 
holm,  printed  ^tn  edition  of  the  Finnish  New  Testa¬ 
ment.  For  twenty  years,  there  have  been  no  copies 
of  them  for  sale;  and,  according  to  certain  information 
from  Finland,  there  is’ not,  at  present,  a  copy  to  be 
found  at  any  price.  When  the  numbers  who  speak 
the  Finnish  language  (about  1 ,300,()00)  are  compared 
with  the  few  editions  of  the  Finnish  I3ible  and  New 
Testament,  which  have  hitherto  been  printed,  none  of 
which  exceeded  5  to  6000,  it  appears  evident  that  a 
vast  many  thousand  copies  of  the  Scriptures  .must  be 
printed  and  circulated  at  a  low  price,  before  the  land 
can,-  in  'any  measure,  tie  provided  with  the  sacred  vol¬ 
ume.” 


From  a  Correspondent  at  Malta,  dated  October  2, 

1811. 


“I  have  now  the  plea%ure.of  confirming  my  friend’s 
report  relative  fb  the  favourable  reception  'which  the 
modern  Greek  translation  has  had,  both  amongst  the 
Greeks  resident-here,  and  those  of  the  Levtmt;  and 
it  is  with  much  satisfaction  1  enclose  a  bill  for  56l. 
Is.  4d.  being  the  amount  of  sums  received  by  die 
Dticior,  for  the  various  copies  of  which  he  has  dis¬ 
posed  in  a  manner  highly  creditable' to  bis  z  -al  and 
judgment.  Various  copies  have  been  confided  to 
respectable,  indi.  iduals  pro.  ceding  to  the  Levant,  and 
the  most  pleasing  accounts  have  been  coniinunicated 
relative  to  their  reception. 


V 


V 


Bible  Society.  \  597 

The  same  correspondent  afterwards  ivrites,  dated 
March  26,  1812:  Agreeably  to  my  promise,  I  now 
hasten  to  acquaint  the  Committee  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  with  some  of  the  particulars 
respecting  the  execution  of  the  important  trust  com¬ 
mitted  to  my  charge— the  circulation  of  the  inspired 
volume  in  these  benighted  parts  of  the  earth;  which 
has  exceeded  my  expectation;  having  only  about  200 
remaining  out  of  the  950  Italian  Testaments.  The 
distribution  of  these  inestiniable  books  was  continued 
by  me,  without  the  least  opposition,  till  my  departure 
from  Sicily.  I  have  received  applications  for  them 
from  various  parts  of  the  Island,  and  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  forwarding  them  for  distribution  to  Pa¬ 
lermo,  'Trapani,  Milazzo,  Syracuse,  Catani,  Jaci 
Keale,  Taormina,  &c;  to  Corsica,  Sardinia,  Zante^ 
Pattrass,  Constantinople,  &c.  &c‘.j  as  also  to  a  num¬ 
ber  of  French  and  Neapolitan  Officers,  &c. ;  prisoners 
of  war  on  their  return  to  Naples  in  June  last.^* 

‘‘Since  my  arrival  here,  on  the  25th  of  August  last, 

I  have  forwarded  to  Zante  66  Greek,  and  58  Italian 
Testaments;  and  I  am  happy  to  say,  that  the  whole  of 
the  Testaments ‘and  Bibles,  with  the  ^exception  of  a 
few  Italian,  have  been  disposed  of,  by  me,  and  that  I 
have  applications  for  more  in  the  different  languages, 
particularly  Greek.  In  short,  I  have  received  the 
most  pleasing  information  from  Zinte,  respecting 
their  disposal  in  thelonon  islands;  and  have  no  doubt, 
from  the  favourable  accounts  I  have  received,  that 
there  is  a  large  field  open  in  these  islands  for  the  sale 
of  these  inestimable  books. 

“I  have  witnessed  with  equal  pleasure  the  zeal  and 
activity  of  our  friend  Capt.  — >  hi  tHe  distrioucion 
of  the  Scriptures,  &c*.’  at  this  place,  on  float,  &c. ,  and 
am  happy  to  inform  you  of  our  success  in  supp  )  ^*5 
the  prisoners  of  war  (1500)  it  this  place  and  at 

VoL.  I».  "  Ccc 
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zo  Avith  the  French  and  Italian  Scriptures,  with  the 

consent  and  approbation  of  the  Agent.” 

/  * 

♦ 

Front  Stockholm,  dated  Oct.  24,  1811. 

“It  win  give  you  pleasure  to  hear  that  the  25000 
copies  hav'e'been  sent  off  to  Swedish  Lapland;  and  we 
daily  expect  to  hear  of  their  having  arrived  at  tht  s;  v- 
cral  places  of  their  destination.  .  The  Consistory  in 
^  Hernosand  have  issued  out  a  printed  circular  letter 
in  regard  to  their  transport  into  the  countr}',  and  their 
distribution.  The  Russian  government  in  Finland 
have  also  issued  a  proclamation  in  his  Majesty's  name, 
authorising  their  free  importation  into  that  country. 
These  circumstances  are  particulajly  gratifying,  as 
they  manifest  the  readiness  of  the  governments  of 
both  countries  to  encourage  the  circulation  of  the 
Scriptures:  and  in  regard  to  Russia  I  entertain  san¬ 
guine  hopes  that  they  may'  iritimatcly  lead  to  some 
extensive  plan  for  the  general  distribution  of  the 
word  of  life  through  that  vast  empire.”  ' 

J^rom  the  R  v.  B.  Kohimeister,  one  of  the  Moravian 
Missionaries  in  Labrador,  dated. June  20,  1811. 

■*‘1  should  have  addressed  the  tvbrthy  Bible  Soci¬ 
ety  in  a  letter,  had  not  the  needful  preparations  for 
nay  voyage  of  discovery  to  the  north  taken  up  much 
of  my  time.  Present,  those  excellent. men  with  rny 
most  respectful  and  -  affectionate  salutations.  Many 
affvctiitg  scenes  took  place  when  the  GospeTof  St. 
John  was  distributed  among  our  Rsquimanx,  and 
tl.eir  English  benefactors  were  mentioned  to  them. 
Tears  of  gratitude  ran  down  many  a  cheek:  and  th  y 
expressed  their  wonder  and  astonishment  that  th  re 
were  friends  in  En^and,  who,  though  entin-ly  un¬ 
known  to  them,  yet  wished,  to  promote  their  et.'r  vd 
peace  and  happiness,  by  sending  ^.hem  the'  precious 
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gilt  of  the  word  of  God.  Some  pressed  the 'little 
book  to  their  bosom,  and  looked  as  happy  as  if  they 
enjoyed  a  foretaste  of  heaven.  Others  attempted  to 
express  their  gratitude /n>  letters  which  they  addres¬ 
sed  to  me.  Another  advantage  has  been  gained  there¬ 
by;  as  the  Gospel  of  St.  John  was  given  only  to  such 
as  could  read,  an  uncommon  eagerness  has  been  ex¬ 
cited  among  such  as  could  not,  to  learn  to  read,  that 
they  might  obtain  similar  presents.  I  have"  also  be¬ 
gun  to  instruct  fifteen  adult  Esquimaux  in  writing, 
and  I  am  delighted  with  the  progress  they  are  ma¬ 
king.  Some  have  svritten  me  very  affecting  letters. 
With  the  translation  of  the  Gospel  of  St.  Luke,  I 
have  advanced  to  the  20ih  chapter.”, 

*  L 

‘‘From  Bishop  Tengstrom,  at  Abo,  in  Finland# 

“Since  writing  to  you  hist,  I  have  received  a  letter 
from  his  Excellencv  Sprranskv, concerning  our  propo¬ 
sed  edition  of  the  Finnish  Bible  with  standing  types; 
an:  1  have  now  the  heartfelt  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that 
his  Imperial  Majesty  has  not  only  graciously  appro¬ 
ved  of  our  accepting  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society’s  g  menjusly  offered  giftol  5001.  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  hut  has  also,  from  his  own  private  purse,  giv¬ 
en  5oOO  rubles  for  the  same  good  and  Christian  pur¬ 
pose.  Thus,  in  the  Lord’s  name,  a  foundation  is 
laid  to  a  w^ork,  from*  which  religion,  and  our  Finnish 
church  in  particular,  will,  by  the  help  of  God,  derive 
a  certain  and  lasting  advantage.” 

trom  the  Bible  Society  of'^Iaine  (North  America,) 

Aug.  22,  1811. 

“I  rejoice  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  inform  your 
honourable  Committee,  that  we  have  reason  to  hope 
their  donation  has  not  been  bestowed  in  vatn.  t  as 
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already  called  the  attention  of ‘many  among  us  to  our 
infant  instkution,  and  excited  a  spirit  of  zeal  aruJ  li¬ 
berality,  which  promises  to  produce  the  most  happy 
effects.  Most  of  the  towns  in  the  district  of  Maine, 
in  consequence  of  circular  letters  addressed  to  them 
by  the  trusteesj  have  consented  to  have  an  annual 
contribution  in  aid  of  our  funds.  The  sums  thus  col¬ 
lected,  with  the  assistance  afforded  us  by  your  Com¬ 
mittee",  will  probably  enable  us  to  supply,  at  leak 
this  part  of  our  country  wdth  the  sacred  volume. 

‘‘  It  is  scarcely  possible,  my  dear  Sir,  for  any  one 
but  ah  eye-witness  to  conceive  of  the  deep  interest 
which  is  here,  felt  by  many  in  the  success  of  your 
Society;  or  of  the  strong  emotions  which  the  unpre¬ 
cedented  exertions  now  making  in  Great  Britain  for 
the  spread  of  the  Gospel,  excite  in  the  breasts  of  all 
in  this  country,  wdio  are  the  friends  of  our  blessed 
Redeemer.  They  cannot  but  consider  tliem  as  de¬ 
signed  to  usher  in  the  glorious  dav,  in  which  ‘  the 
earth  shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as 
the  waters  cover  the  seas.’  ’’ 


From  the  Connecticut  Bible  Society,  Sept.  8,‘  181  !• 

It  is  an  agreeable  circumstance  satisfactorily  as¬ 
certained,  that  many  more  Bibles  are  sold  annually 
to  individuals,  since  the  institution  of  these  societies 
through  the  country.  The  countenance  received 
from  your  society  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  us:  it 
has  encouraged  exertions,  the  tffects  of  which  may 
be  seen  in  our  being  enabled,  since  the  publication  of 
the  Second  Report,  to, purchase  20C*0.more  Bibles, 
making  the  whole  nun. her  upwards  of  5,200,  of  which 
short  of  1000  now  remain  on  hand. 

‘‘  What  abundant  reason  to  rejoice  has  each  mem¬ 
ber  of  your  Society,  in  n  fleeting  not  only  on  its  un- 
parallelled  successjbut  also  on  the  effects  produced  by 
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its  Influence  and  example!  May,  he,  in  whose  hands 
are  the  hearts  of  all  men,  continue,  his  blessings  on 
your  labours,  and  enable  you  to  extend  them  till  all 
shall  be  brought  to  a  saving  knowledge  of  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jesus.** 


Extract  frpm  the  Third  Report  of  the  Philadelphia 
Bible  Society,  May  1,  1811. 

The  Managers  would  not  do  justice  to  their  own 
feelings,  nor,  they  are  persuaded,  to  the  expectations 
of  the  Society,  should  they|close  their  Report  without 
communicating  some  information  relative  to  the  Bri¬ 
tish  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  to  which  the  nume¬ 
rous  institutions  of  a  similar  nature,  which  seem  to  be 
spreading  over  the  face  of  Christendom,  look  up  as 
to  a  common  parent.** — ^^^n  a  word,  the  mighty  efforts 
of  this  Society  appear  to  be  employed  in  no  less  aa 
enterprise  than  that  of  presenting  the  holy  Scriptures, 
in  their  native  tongue,  to  every  people  under  heaven; 
and  the  fairest  prospect  exists,  not  only’of  their  ulti¬ 
mate,  but  of  their  speedy,  success.  The  anhual  meet¬ 
ing  of  this  parent  Society  is  held  bn  this  day,  and  it 
IS  a  pleasing  and  animating  consideration  that,  in  our 
humble  sphere,  our  exertions  are  united  with  theirs 
to  t  xtend  the  empire  of  our  Redeemer;  an  empire 
which  is  infinitely  more  durable  than  any  which  is 
acquired  by  arms  and  cemented  by  blood;  an  empire 
which  the  knowledge  and  influence  of  the  precious 
truth  contained  in  the  holy  Scriptures  is  eventdfilly  to 
extend,  till  it  embrace  in  its  peaceful  bosom  fhc 
empires  of  the  world,  and  Jtsus  Christ  become  King 
of  nations  as  he  is  King  of  saints;* 

VoL.  II.  C  cc  S 
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r  "  (CIRCULAR.) 

Fkom  a  ccmtn unication  made  to  the  New*York 
Bible  Society  by  Messrs.  Mills  and  Schermerhorn, 
who,  in  the  course  of  the  last,  and  part  of  the  present 
year,  performed  a  Missionary  tour  through  the  West¬ 
ern  and  Southern  States  and  Turitoiic-s,  and  were 
eminently  instrumental  in  promoting  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  several  Bible  Societies  in  those  regions,  it 
appears,  that  a  door  is  open  ior  an  extensive  circula¬ 
tion  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  French,  among  the 
French  inhabitants,  who  form  a  large  portion  of  the 
pr>pulation  of  Louisiana,  and  who  now  scarcely  pos¬ 
sess  a  Bible  in  their  own  tongue,  it  has  been  ascer¬ 
tained,  that  the  Roman  Catholic  bishop  in  that  coun¬ 
try  is  disposed,  not  only  to  permit,  .but  to  encourage 
the  dissemination  of  Bibles  among  the  people  of  that 
denomination,  even  shoitld  the  version  be  the  same 
as  is  used  by  the  Protestants.  There  is  good  reason 
to  Jjclieve,  that  from  3  to  5000  French  Bibles  might 
in  a  short  time  be  adv'antageouslysoid,  or  gratuitously 
distributed,  in  Louisiana  and  the  adjacent  country. 

This  intelligence  is  corroborated  by  a  verbal  com¬ 
munication  from  an  intelligent  and  active  officer  of 
the  Louisiana  Bible  Society. 

The  French  inhabitants  in  Canada,  also,  furnish  an 
extensive  field  lor  the  distribution  of  this  Bible,  pro¬ 
vided  no  opposition  be  made,  to  its  circulation  among 
them;  which  we  trust  will  not  be  done. 

Prompted  by  the  desire  of  sending  to  these  desti¬ 
tute  portions  of  our  fellow  men,  “the  w'drds  of  eternal 
life“  in  their  own  language,  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  New-York  Bible  Society,  some  time  since,  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee,  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of 
accent  piishiug  this  important  object,  and  to  corres¬ 
pond  in  relation  to  it  with  other  Bible  Societies. 

This  committee  have,  after  due  in<juiry,  obtained 
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satisfactory  information,  that  an  edition  of  5000  co> 
pies  of  the  Bi!>le,  in  French,  could  be  printed  at  New- 
York,  on  a  typ«.and  on  a  form  similar  to  the  London 
stereotype  edition,  pn  good  paper,  and  in  good  bind¬ 
ing,  to  cost  about  one  dollar  and  ten  cents  per  copy; 
a  larger  edition,  of  course,  to  cost  proport ionably  less. 

In  order  to  defray  the  expense  of.printing  this  edi-' 
tion,the  conimittee  suggest  the  propriety  of  raising  a 
fund,  by  contributions  frcm  such  of  the  several  Bi-. 
ble  Societies  in  the  United  States,  and  individuals,  as 
may  be' willing  to  co-operate  in  advancing  this  inter¬ 
esting  design. 

It  is  presumed  that,  in  the  city  of  New-York,  the 
mcs  ns  exist  of  executing  this  work  in  as  short  a  pe¬ 
riod,  on  as  moderate  terms,  and  as  well,  as  elsewhere, 
and  there  being  a  prospect  of  obtaining  a  considera¬ 
ble  portion  of  the  funds  in  this  place,  it  is  proposed 
to  commit  the  prin>i.;gof  this  edition  to  the  direction 
of  the  Managers  of  the  New-York  Bible  Society. 

It  is  expected  that  a  great  proportion  of  these  Bi¬ 
bles  may  be  sold  at  cost,  others  may  be  disppsed  of 
at  a  cheap  rate,  and  the  remainder  gratuitously  dis¬ 
tributed  to  such  as  may  be  unable  to  purchase  at  any 
price.  The  nett  proceeds  of  the  Bibles  sold  to  be 
returned  to  the  contributors,  in  the  proportion  of  their 
respective  contributions,  if  so  required;  or  left  to 
form  a  fund  for  printing  an  edition  ol  the  Bible  in 
Spanish  or  Portuguese,  at  a  future  day. 

The  committee  will  be  gratified  in  knowing^  the 
minds  of  sister  Societies  respecting  the  ol>ject  in  view, 
the  nature  of  the  plan  proposed,  the  manner  of  car¬ 
rying  it  into  effect,  and  what  amount-they  will  con¬ 
tribute  towards  it.  Communications  on  this  subject 
ate  solicited  by  the  committee  as  early  as  the  conve¬ 
nience  of  the  several  Societies  will  permit. 

Bv  order  of  the  Committee, 

JOHN. F.  CALDWELL,  Cor. 
New-Yoxx,  Nov.  1, 1813. 
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The  above  Circular  is  a  loud  call  of  Providence  to 
the  Cliristians  of  the  West — a  wide  and  promising 
field  for  their  exertions  is  without,  doubt  presented. 
Has  tiiC  God  of-Battles  distinguished  the  Militia  of 
Kentucky,  when  the  venerable  governor  of  the  state 
led  them  forth?  Glory  of  a  more  dignified  nature,  we 
hope,  awaits  the  Kentuckians  and  their  leader.  A 
large  portion  of  our  citizens,  hitherto  perishing  for 
want  of  the  means’of  eternal  life,  call  upon  Kentucky 
to  aid  in  giving  them  those  means.  We  have  given 
them  our  civil  privileges.  They  now  call  upon  us  to 
give  them  our  Bible— to  give  them  the  light  of  divine 
truth,  and  the  protection  of  every  man’s  conscience 
in  the  enjoyment  of  it.  Nearly  a  year  ago,  the  vene¬ 
rable  and  patriotic  Shelby,  with  a  great  deal  of  ala¬ 
crity,  consented  to  be  the  head  of  the- Kentucky  Bi¬ 
ble  Society: — ^This  Society  is  now  called  upon  to  lend 
its  aid,  with  other  Societies  of  the  same  description, 
in  giving  the  Bible  tOithe  French  of  Louisiana.  Will 
Kentuckians,  refuse?  Can  men  who  call  themselves 
Christians  stand  back?  We  cannot  believe  it. 


BIBLE  SOCIETIES  OF  THE  WEST. 

^  • 

Bible  Societies  have,  in  the  course  of  last  year, 
been  -organized  at  Marietta  (Ohio);  at  Nashville 
(Tenn.);  at  Natchez,  and  New-Orleans.'  Though 
these,  like  our  Kentucky  Bible  Society,  may  be  only 
in  their  infancy,  we  must  look  upon  them  as  the  be¬ 
ginnings  of  great,  and  extensive,  and  permanent  good. 


CLOSING  ADDRESS. 

As  the  Number  and  the  Month  inform  us  that  we 
are  now  closing  our  second  Volume,  a  ^hort  review 
of  what  is  contained  in  both  this  and  the  pre¬ 
ceding,  may  not  be  unprofitable  to  either  ihe  edit- 
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ors  or  iheir  patrons.  whether  we  improve  it 

or  not,  is  hurrying  us  all  into  eternity.  The  end  of 
all  our  labours,  ai  d  of  all  our  connections,  (the  be- 
liever^s  connection  with  the  Head  oCthe  Cnurch  ex¬ 
cepted)  is  not.  far  distant.  Our  little  work  is  only  of 
yesterday,  and  may,  with  ourselves,  never  see  to¬ 
morrow.  ► 

Short  as  our  time  has  been,  and  small  as  our  pages 
are,  a  very  considerable  quaniuy  of  matter  has  pas¬ 
sed  before  us.  Nor  have  we  any  reason  to,  complain, 
that  Sur  numbers  have  not  been  extensively  circulated. 
Whether  we  have  used^  or  abused,  the  opportunity  of 
advancing  Gbd^s  glory,  thus  in  Providence  afibrded 
us,  it  becomes  us  noi  positively  to  decide.  With 
much  imperfection,  and  no  doubt,  also,  with  censi- 
siderable  iniquity  cleaving  to  us  and  our  services,  we 
have  endeavoured  to  ser\'c  our  God  and  our  genera¬ 
tion;  and  to  that  Divine  care,'under  which,  w'e  trust, 
we  have  hitherto  been  protected,  we  now  commit 
these,  and  all  our  other  labours. 

The  most  of  the  matter  contained  in  both  the  Vo- 
lunie^^s  of  the  Record,  may  be  comprehended  under 
three  general  headc-  Doctrinal  Discussions,  Reviews, 
or  Sketches  ol  the  present  state  of  Religion  among  us>, 
and  Religious  Intelligence.  With  respect  to  the  pa¬ 
pers  of  the  first  class,  we  only  observe,  that,  generally 
speaking,  the  subjects  are  not  trifling,  but  important: 
nor  are  they  degraded  by  the  manner  in  which  they 
are  discussed.— -The  Examination  of  Darwin’s  Philo¬ 
sophy,  in  the  first  volume,  and  the  papers  in  the  se¬ 
cond  volume,  headed  ‘‘The  Body  of  Christ,**  will,  we 
think,  bear  to  be  read,  after  many  things,  which  may 
have  e  xcited  more  general  attention  at  thtir  first 
publication,  are  gone  to  oblivion.  Owr  KcMtws, 
and  Remarks,  on  the  present  state  of  Religion  among 
us,  have  been  offensive  to'many.  This  was  anticipate 
—See  Preface  to  Vol.  II.  It  was,  in  fact,  unavoidable. 
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It  may  be,  that  in  articles  of  this  kind  we  are  some¬ 
times  mistaken  as  to  facts:  facts,  connected  with  th»- 
intercourse  which  men  have  with  one  another'in  civil 
and  religious  society,  are  frequently  extremely  hard 
to  ascertain.  The  Spectator  somewhere  has  an  ex¬ 
cellent  paper  on  the  difficulty  of  seeing  and  hearing. 
It  may  br,  also,  that  our  language  in  articles  of  this 
class  is  sometimes  more  severe  than  necessary.  If  we 
had  to  write  them  again,  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
some  of  the  most  ofTensive  expressions  would  be  with¬ 
drawn  or  corrected.  But  still,  we  have  made  no  wil¬ 
ful  mis-statement;  nor  has  it  ever  afforded  us  pleasure 
in  being  the  occasion  of  pain  to  a  single  innocent 
mind.  We  have  spoken  and  written  things  just  as 
we  felt;  stated  things  in  the  same  light  in  which  they 
appeared  to  us;  and  have,  on  several  occasions,  ex¬ 
pressed  ourselves  strongly,  because  we  w’ere  convinced 
,  that  multitudes  of  men's  souls  were  in  d?rfiger,  and 
that  softer  language  would  not  have  been  felt.  Faith¬ 
ful  are  the  words  of  a  friciKl,  but  the  kisses  of  an 
enemy  are  deceitful.~He  who  rebuketh  a  man  shall 
afterwards  find  more  favour,  than  he  who  flattcreth 
with  the  lip. 

The  Religious  Intelligence  which  we  have  commu¬ 
nicated,  though  far  short  of  what  is  to  be  found  in 
the  religious'communitv,  and  bv  no  means  so  well  ar- 
ranged  and  digested  as  we  could  have  wished  it  to 
be,  will,  we  are  persuaded,  be  found  to  be  worth  the 
preserving  and  reading  ovt'r  again.  The  generation 
of  which  we  are  a  part  will  be  had  in  remembrance 
till  the  end  of  all  things.  A  great  and  an  important 
sera  in  the  history  of  the  church  has  commenced.  An 
extensive  effusion  of  the  HolyGhost  has  been  enjoyed, 
and  a  general  movement  of  the  church  of  the  nvuig 
God  has  taken  place.  Christian  meir,  and  Christian 
women,  of  all  nations,  and  of  all  religious  denomina¬ 
tions,  have  been  for  20  years,  and  still  arc,  united,  m 
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vigorous  exertions,  to  give  to  their  fellow  rnen  and 
women,  the  words  of  eternal  life.  Our  narro\^ com- 
^  pass  has  been  able  to  admit  only  a  small  part  of  what 
has  been  done,  and  is  doing,  in  this  great  work;  yet,’ 
under  the  various  R.  ports  of  Bible  and  Missionary 
Societies,  and  other  miscellaneous  articles,  much  in¬ 
formation  of  this  kind  has  been  conveyed:— -Infor¬ 
mation,  also,  which,  while  it  is  interesting  to  every 
man  of  God,  the  majority  of  our  readers  had  no  means ' 
of  receiving  but  through  our  pages.  ‘  As  we  have  ho 
merit  in  this  part  of  our  humble  productit  n,  but 
merely  the  giving  it  as  we  received  it  from  other 
publ’cations,  we  may  certainly,  .without  being  guilty 
of  either  arrogance  or  presumption,  call  upon  our 
readers  serionsiy  to  consider  what  God  in  Providence 
IS  saying  to  them,  by  those  various  and  numerous 
Christian  exertions,  which  we  have  briefly  recorded* 
— And, 

1.  May  w€  rot  see,  in  those  things,  the  fulfilment 
of  ancient  prophecy?  Messiah  .hath  already  taken  ac¬ 
tual  possession  of  a  large  portion  of  this  globe— He 
hath  already  a  large  number  of  our  race  zealously 
employed  in  his  service— His  power,  in  preserving 
the  church  hitherto,  hath  been  remarkably  displayed 
-^His  wisdom,  in  choosing  instruments,  and  times, 
and  places,  and  in  defeating  all  the  power  and  craft 

the  enemy,  hath  been  equally  conspicuous.  The 
Lord  reigns,  let  the  earth  be  glad.  Jehovah  the  Fa¬ 
ther  hath  given  to  the  Son  the  heathen  for  his  inhe¬ 
ritance,  and  the  uttermost  ends  of  the  earth  for  his 
possession— His  ancient  people,  the  Jews,  are  also,  in 
some  measure,  feeling  the  power  of  his  grace.  The 
glory  of  the  latter  days  is  certainly  not  far  distant. 

2.  Have  we  not,  in  the  events  of  the  last  20  years, 
great  ground  of  confidence?  What  hath 

5*nd  what  hath  he  promised  to  work ! . 

heen  faitkful  and  true  in  time  past,  and  can  u  c  sup- 
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posed  that  the  promise  will  fail  in  time  to  come?  Hath 
he  begun  to  work,  and  shall  he,  as  men  frequently  (!o, 
leave  off  in  the  middle?  Impossible.  Every  thing 
which  has'  been  done  is  only  an  .catnest  of  what  is 
still  to  he  done.  The  heathen  may  still  rage,  and  the 
people  imagine  a  vain  thing  against  the  Lord  and  his 
Christ;  but  all  opposition,  as  it  has  been,  shall  be  ftr 
-vain.  He  who  sits  in  the  heavens  shall  only  laugh  at 
them.  The  Lord  shall  hold  thtfm  all  in  derision.  He 
shall  soon  speak  to  them  in  his  wrath,  and  vex  them 
in  his  sore  displeasure.  He  shall  break  them  with  a  rod 
of  iron — He  shall  dash  them  in  pieces  like  a  potter’s 
vessel.  There  are  careless  and  profane  creatures 
every  where  to  be  found,  who  can  laugh  at  every 
thing  which  is  serious.  There  are  even  good,  grave,  se¬ 
rious  Christian*,  who  take  no  interest  in  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  Mediator’s  cause  in  the  world:  nay,  join 
by  their  carel'  ssnesswiih  inHdels  in  opposing  the  plan  of 
salvation.  But  the  facts  which  every  day  is  p;oduc- 
ing,  prove  that  all  such  laughing  is  foolish,  and  that 
all  such  indifference  is  wicked.  Messiah  shall  reign 
— Hiq  kingdom  shall  be  established  in  all  its  glort'. — 
It  will  then  be  seen  who  were  the  wise  men,  and  who 
were  the  fools— who  were  promoting  the  best  interests 
of  men,  and  who  were  not— whose  word,  the  word 
of  the  eternal  God,  or  the  wor(l  of  a  creature  of  yes¬ 
terday,  deserved  most  credit. 

3.  What  are  the  Christians  of  this  part  of  the  world 
doing?  We  can  by  no  means  admit  that  things.in  the 
West  are  so  gloomy  and  desperate  as  many  serious, 
good-  people,-  suppose  they  are;  yet  it  cannot  be  de¬ 
ni^,  that  we  fall  far  short  of  many  of  our  fellow 
Christians  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  We  are  d«  fi* 
cient,  sinfully  deficient,  in  Christian  fiublic  spirit. 
Who  is  the  man  among  us  who  takes  any  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  Religion,  f  'rther  than  his  own  personal 
concerns  are  affected?  Take  away  our  dear  seljy  our 
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®wn  particular  gratification,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  our 
religious  zeal  would  scarcely  be  known.  -  All  our 
plans  and  conduct,- brethren^  are  of  a  selfish  and  nar¬ 
row  cast. — A  regard  to  the  general  interest  of  Mes¬ 
siah’s  kingdom  has  scarcely  a  name  among  us.  The 
great  things  which /are  doing,  and  have  been  doing 
these  twenty  years,  are  the  offspring  of  another  spirit. 
Local  and  partial  interests-  are  freely  sacrificed  to  the 
general  good. — A  concern  for  the  prosperity  of  Mes¬ 
siah’s  kingdom  makes  men  extendtheirviews  of  use¬ 
ful  aess  far  beyond  their  own  neighbourhood,  their 
own  particular  church,  and  their  own  nation. 

We  are  forced  once  more  to  say^  that  the  Chris¬ 
tians  of  this  part  of  the  world  are  deficient,  sinfully 
deficient,  in  Christian  liberality — in  giving  fully,  giv¬ 
ing  frecir,  and  giving  statedly  of  the  good  things  of 
this  life  to  the  support  of  the  Gospel.  How  are  the 
various  societies  of  which  we  have  given  you  some 
account  supported?  Wholly  by  the  free-v  ill  oiFerings* 
of  the  friends  of  Messiah’s  kingdom.  You  are  also 
to  remember,  that  even  these  large  sui:»s,  which  are 
freely  given  for  the  propagation  of  the  Gosp^-l,  are 
but  a  small  part  of  what  these  people  give.  All  these 
sums  are  \Vhat  W'e  call  extraordinaries . — Not  an  in-^ 

, dividual  *who  gives  to  these  funds,  who  has  not  a 
ministry  and  a  number  of  poor  to  support  by  his  daily 
offerings.  Brethren,  only  look  at  this,  and  say  if  there 
is  such  a  thing  as  Christian  liberality  known  among 
us.  It  is  to  no  purpoae  to  plead  in  this  case  poverty, 
or  w'ant  of  cash— it  is  the  disposition  and  the  halyt 
that  is  wanting,  not  the  means.  The  god  of  this  wond 
hath  blinded  the  minds  of  those  who  believe  not,  and 
has,  also,  by  far- too  much  influence  in  blinding  the 
minds  of  many  who  actually  do  believe.  Hence  t  c 
general  opinion  is,  that  all  is  lost,  or  just  given  away 
for  nothing,  which  is  given,  in  any  foriiy  wha^ter,  to 
the  support  of  the  Gospel.  Had  a  spirit  of  this  in 
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pervaded  all  the  proftssors  of  the  Religion  of  Jesus, 
our  prospects  this  day  would  have  been  gloomy  in. 
deed. — Nothing  but  heathenism,  or  delusion  worse 
than  that  of  Mahomet,  and  the  Man  of  Sin,  would  have 
been  known.  Once  niore. 

We  are  deficient,  woefully  deficient,  in  the  fre* 
qiiency  and  the  fervour  of  our  social  devotions.  The 
great  things  which  are  performed  by  the  living  saints 
of  this  g;eneration,  are  the  result  of  a  great  and  gene¬ 
ral  effusion  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  calling  of  the 
Gentiles,  the  gathering  in  of  the  outcasts,  has  conse¬ 
quently  been  life  to  the  children  of  the  kingdom. 
These  exertions  for  the  salvation  of  the  heathen  were 
begun,'  and  they  have  been  carried  on,  by  an  extens¬ 
ive  coricert  of  prayer  meetings,  and  by  regularlyand 
almost  'daily  attending  to  the  preaching  of  the  w'ord. 
Those  who  are  thus  active  in  supporting  and  extend¬ 
ing  the  Mediator’s  kingdom,  literally  serve  their  Lord 
day  tind  night,  and  worship  him  without  wearying. 
Sabbaths  are  spent,  nearly  from' sun  to  sun,  in  public 
and  private  devotion— -week  days  and  week  evenings 
are  also;  in  every  corner  of  the'  land,  set  apart  to  the 
same  purpose.  They  thus  see  their  master’s  face,  and 
walk  up  and  down  iti  his  strength.  'Compare  those 
with  our  monthly  or  even  weekly  assembling  ourselves 
together,  and  the  former  is  heaven;  the  latter  is  only 
earth.  '■ 

To  conclude— Though  our  case  is  bad,  it  is  not 
desperate;  and  all  this  comparison  is.made,  not  to  dis¬ 
courage,'  but  to  encourage.  The  Lord  hath  done 
great  things  even  for  us:  and  it  is  only  necessary  to 
observe  and  improve  these  great  things  to  experience 
still  greater.  We  are  a  part  of  the  Christian  world; 
we  have  among  us  all  the  means  of  grace:  though 
^  scattered  from  one  another,  we'  have,  in  diflFerent  con- 
"  gregations,'  and  in  different  communions,  a  consider- 
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able  number  who  are  partakers  of  a  new  nature.— 
We  have  a  large  share  of  the  prayers  ^and  the  good 
wishes  of  many  who  never  saw  us  in  the  flesh.  We 
lire  at  the  ends  of  the  earthy  and  are  therefore  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  grant  which  Messiah  received  from  his  Fa¬ 
ther.  And,  to  crown  all,  the  residue  of  the  Spirit 
is  with  him  who  is  calling  upon  us  to  be. active  in  his 
service— I  will,**  says  he,  ‘>pour  water  upon  him  who 
is  thirsty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground:  I  will  pour 
my  Spirit  upon  thy  seed,  and  my  blessing  upon  thine 
offspring:  and  they  shall  spring  up  as  among  the 
grass,  as  willows  by  the  water-courses.  Oiie  shall 
say,  I  am  the  Lord*s;  and  another  shall  call  himself 
by  the  name  of  Jacob;  and  another-shall  subscribe 
with  his  hand  Unto  the  Lord,  and  surname  himsell  by 
the  name  of  Israel.**— Isaiah  xliv.  3,  4,  5# 

ADVERTISEMENT 

R?v.  J.  P.  Campbell,  the  principal  editor  of  the 
Record,  having  moved  from  the  state,  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  work  cannot  be  promised,  till  some  new 
arrangements  are  made.  To  meet  the  wishes, however, 
of  those  who  maybe  convinced  of  the  utility  ol  a  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  kind,  it  is  pfubable  that,dn  the  course 
of  a  few  weeks,  a  new  Company  will  be  formed,  and 
a  new  Prospectus  issued.  The  present  Cornpany  have 
only  further  to  observe,  that  while,  the  majority  of 
their  Subscribers  have  been  punctual  in. their  P‘''y- 
ments^  a  few  have  not;  and  justice  to  those  of  the  first 
class  demands  that  those  of  the  second  class  should 
be  known.  'As  soon,  then,  .as  the  different  Age  its 
have  made  their  returns,  a  full  and  fair  list  of  the  e  * 
Hnquents  shall  be  published. 
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THOMAS  T.  SKILLMAN 

PROPOSES  TO  PUBLISH,  BY  SUBSCRIPTION, 

A  NEAT  EDITION  OF  THE  '  .• 

VILLAQE  SERMONS, 

'  OR  , 

SIXTY-FIVE  PLAIN  AND  SHORT  DISCOURSES’ 

. 

ON  THE 

PRINCIPAL  DOCl'RINESX)F  TIIE  GOSPEL; 

INTENDED  FOR  USE  OF 

FAMILIES,  SUNDAY-SCHOOLS,  OR  COMPANIES 

ASSEMBLED  FOR  RELIGIOUS  INSTRUCTION  . 

IN  COUNTRY  VILLAGES. 

BY  GEORGE  BURDEB. 

‘‘Come,  let  us  go  forth  into  the  field;  let  us  lodge  i» 
the  villages. — Solomon’s  Song.  • 

A  recommendation  of  these  Sermons,  to  any  per¬ 
son  who  has  either  seen  them,  or  heard  their  history,, 
is  unnecessary.  They  have  been  remarkably 
having  already  undergone  four  large  editions  in  Ame¬ 
rica.  They  have  been  extensively  useful.  They  ^fere 
originally  composed  to  be  read  in  villages  which  were 
destitute  of  Evangelical  preaching,  and  hundreds  of  . 
regularly  organized  churches,  in  various  parts  of 
England,  owe  their  or^giD  to  them.  Shore,  and  full; 
of  the  most  important  and  interesting  matter,  and  ex- 
pressed  in  language  adapted  to  the  comprehension  of 
the  meanest  capacity,  they  are  uncommonly  well  cal-.*" 
culated  for  conveying  general  instruction.  There  is 
scarcely  a  doctrine  of  our  holy  religion  which  is  not 
in  these  Sermons  exhibited  in  a  variet\of  views;  and 
while  arguments^  solid  and  satisfactory  in  behalf  of 
what  is  advanced,  are  produced,  the  influence 
the  leading  doctrines  of  the  gospel  have  in  forming 
the  heart  and  the  life  of  the  genuine  saint,  is  seen  and 
felt  in  every  paragraph.  , 


:  CONm'FIONS. 

These  Sermons  shaft  be  comprised  m  two  duodeci¬ 
mo  volumes, of  between  3  and  400  pages  each.  They 
shall  be  printed  with  a  handsome  type,  on  fine  paper, 
and  be  neatly  bound  and  lettered.  The  price,  to 
subscribers,  will  be  One  Dollar  and  twenty- five  cents 
per  volume.  Should  sufficient  patronage  be  received 
to  justify  the  undertaking,  the  first  volume  will  be 
ready  for  delivery  in  the  ensuing  summer.  Persons 
who  may  be  so  good  as  to  interest  themselves  in 
procuring  subscribers,  shall  retfeive  one  copy  gratis 
for  .every  ten  which  they  obtain.  It  is  rcrjuested  that 
the  subscribers*  names  be  transmitted  to  the  olEce  by 
the  first  of  April  next. 

Lexington,  January,  1814.  . 

T.  T.  SKILLMAN 

Intends  fiutting  to  Press^  and  will  shortly  publish, 

SONGS  IN  THE  NIGHT, 

Written  by  a  Young  Woman  under  deep  Affliction. 

Neat  Pocket  Volume. 

Recommendation  to  the  Third  Edition. 

These  little  sonnets,  called  “Songs  in  the  Night,” 
jiow  pass  under  a  third  edition: — sufiicient  is  said  in 
the  Preface  to  the  first,  as  to  the  situation  and  affect¬ 
ing  circumstancesof  the  Composer  of  them;  the  truth 
of  which  acciyunt  I  liave  thoroughly  informed  mysel 
of;  and  do  assure  the  publiej  she  has  no  certainty  of 
a  tolerable  support  under  her  poor  stale  of  health,  but 
from  the  donations  of  her  friends,  and  the  advantage 
she  may  reap  from  this  further  publication: — so  that 
her  case  is  truly  deserving  all  charitable  regard;  and, 
as  such,  I  sincerely,  recommend  it.  , 

Andf.  besides  .this,  without  fearing  censure,  I  tnmit 
these  little  productions  deserve  to  be  recommetidtd 
to  the  candid,  and  even  curious  Reader,  as  a  pleasing 
entertainment  for  such  to  observe  what  may  be  the 
efforts  of  uncultivated  genius,  connected  with  a  ti’U-- 


spirit  of  pietf. — I  am  sensible  there  may  be  several 
occasional  escapes,  as  to  her  language,  grammar,  and 
other  ornaments  of  exact  writing,  as  wetl  as  some 
instances  of  her  county  phraseology;  whichi'hdWever, 
it  has  been  judged  proper  to  let  stand,  as  coming 
from  her  pen,  rather  than  attempt  corrections  in  tho8«i^ 
particulars.  Nevertheless,  I  am  free  to  own,  that  I 
have  been. greatly  pleaseld  with  her  uniformity  of 
sentiment,  the  propriety  with  which  she  used  words 
less  common  and  the  general  smoothness  of  her 
versification.  And,  as  to  the  pious  Reader,  I  flatter 
myself  such  will  be  entertained  profitably  and  .plea¬ 
santly,  without  any  thing  more  being  sai<;^,  than  that 
the  whole  seems  to  breathe  a  true  spirit  of  sublime 
devotion,  and  the  subject  matter  is'  highly  evangelical 
■ — A  fit  companion  for  the  closet  to  those  whose  cir¬ 
cumstances  in  life  do  not  admit  of  much  reatling  be¬ 
sides  the  Bible. 

Her  modesty  also  has  been  so  remarkable,,  that  the 
Editor  of  the  first  edition  with  great  difliculty-gained 
her  consent  to  their  seeing  the  light,  without  giving 
her  name,  which  he  could  not  obtain:  but,  as  it  is^an 
indulgence  to  the  curiosity  of  some  Readers  to  know 
who  is  the  writer,  in  this  third  edition  she  has  gratifi¬ 
ed  her  friends  by  drawing  up  the  following  Acrostic: 

S  HALL  I  presume  to  tell  the  world  my  name?— • 

U  p  to  this  hour  I  glory  in  my  shame;— 

S  o  great  my  weakness,  that  I  boast  of  might; 

A  fool  in  knowledge,  yet  in  wisdom  right; 

N  o  life,  and  yet  I  live;  I’m  sick,  and  well;  *) 
N  ot  far  from  Heaven,  though  on  the  brink  of  hell,  > 
A  nd  words,  and  oaths,  and  blood  delight  me  well.  J 

H  ow  strange!  Pm  deaf  and  dumb,  and  lame«nd  blind, 
A  nd  hear,  and  see,  and  walk,  and  talk,  you  find. 

R  obb*d  by  my  dearest  friend  I  'm  truly  poor, 

R  iches  immense  I  always  have  in  store; 

I  'm  fed  by  mortals;  but  let  mortals  know, 

S  uch  is  my  food,  no  mortal  caq.. bestow; 

O  h!  how  I  long  to  die,-  and  wish  to  live!—  — 

N  ow,  if  you  cany  explain  th'  account  I  give. 


m 

Upon  the  whole,  as  I  am  persuaded  her  chief  de¬ 
sire,  by  this  Publication,  ,is  to  assist  the  plain  chris 
tian  in  maintaining  and  making  progress  in  the  divine 
lifeVso'I  ■iin'ceiiely  prayv  that  the  blessing  of  “the 
God  of  all  grace”  may  eminently  succeed  her  well 
meant  endeavour!  JOHN  CONDER. 

Hackney,  Eng.  March  13th,  1781. 

The  following  Lines  are  extracted  from  ^*Sougs  in 

the  Night.^' 

RENOUNCING  THE  WORLD. 

1.  Tell  me  no  more  of  earthljr  toys,  .i 

Of  sinful  mirth,  and  carnal  joys, 

The  things  I  lovM  before; 

•  Let  me  but  view  my  Saviour’s  face, 

And  feel  his  animating  grace. 

And  I  desire  no  more. 

.2.  Tell  me  no  more  of  praise  and  wealth,  .  ^  ^ 

Tell  me  no  more  of  ease  and  health,'  . 

For  these  have  all  Jheir  snares; 

^  Let  me  but  know  my  sins  forgiven,  x 
But  see  my  name  enroll’d  in  Heaven,  ^ 

^  And  I  am  free  from  cares. 

3.  Tell  me  no  more  of  lofty  tow’rs, 

Delightful  gardens,  fragrant  bow’rs,  *  * 

For  these  are  trifling  things;  ' 

The  little  room  for  me  design’d^ 

Will  suit  as  well  my  easy  ,mihd. 

As  palaces  of  kings.  -  . 

Tell  me  no  more  of  crowding  guests. 

Of  sumptuous  feasts  and  gaudy  dress, 

^  Extravagance  and  waste; 

My  little  table,  only  spread 
With  wholqsome  herbs  and  wholesome  bread, 

*  Will  better  suit  my  taste. 

5.  Give  me  the  Bible  in  my  hand, 

A  Ilf  aft  to  read  and  understand,  ^ 

And  faith  to  trust  the  Lord;  -  .  c 

I*d  set  alone  from  day  to  day,  '  “v 
Or  urge  my  company  to  stay,  -  '  " 

Nor  wish  to  rove  abroad. 
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